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PREFACE 


VERY regiment proud of its traditions desires to have 
> a record of its achievements in order to keep green 
the memory of those who have served it in the past, 
and as an example to be followed by their successors. The 
Regiment of Cape Mounted Riflemen may claim for its record 
the attention of an even wider circle than its past and present 
members for two reasons. In the first place, its history since 
the middle of last century has been interwoven with that of 
Cape Colony, since the Corps has contributed in no small 
measure to the success of the Colony’s almost continuous 
wars and to the peaceful government of the vast native popula- 
tion. Secondly, it has a special interest in the military history 
of the Empire, inasmuch as it is the oldest permanent military 
force in our colonial possessions, and also is the only per- 
manent corps of mounted riflemen in the whole of the British 
Dominions. 

An attempt has been pied in this volume to bring: out the 
characteristics of the Cape Mounted Riflemen, both in their 
primary functions as the permanent military force of Cape 
Colony, and also in their secondary and no less important 
duties as police, or, to quote a favourite expression of the 
present Prime Minister of the Cape, as “wardens of the 
marches.” While aware of my own deficiencies for the task, 
I hope that I shall have succeeded in communicating to the 
reader some of the admiration which I feel for this fine corps. 

I wish especially to acknowledge my deep debt of gratitude 
to Colonel H. T. Lukin, C. M. G., D.S.O., the present colonel 

of the regiment, and to (aaa Captain J. J. Collyer. 
Without their constant and most Wl ung help and courtesy the 
present record could never have been written. To my wife, to 
many other members of the corps, to Captain T. T.C. Purland, 
Captain John Stirling and Mr. G. P. Tallboy, I am also 
indebted for valuable assistance. 

Colonel Lukin wishes me to tender the regiment's grateful 
acknowledgments to Colonel J. M. Grant for his kindness in 
drawing the sketches of uniform included in this volume, to the 
Proprietors of The Itmes for permission to use the plan of the 
Jammersberg Bridge position in Vol. IV of The Times History 
of the War in South Afnca, and to Mr. Hermann Erskine and 
other members of the staff of the Agent-General for the Cape 
of Good Hope for their good services in arranging for the publi- 


cation of this book. | BASIL WILLIAMS. 
Cuetsea, March, 1909. 
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The Cape Mounted Riflemen 


CHAPTER [ 


THE GENESIS OF THE CAPE MOUNTED 
RIFLEMEN 


HE Cape Mounted Riflemen, the only regular 
T military force in Cape Colony, dates under 
its present title from the year 1878. The 

title itself was not new, for the regiment main- 
tained in the Colony by the Imperial Government 
from the early days of the British annexation until 
1870 was from 1828 onwards known under the 
designation of Cape Mounted Riflemen. Originally 
a corps of Hottentot scouts, this regiment subse- 
quently recruited over two-thirds of its numbers in 
England, though to the end it always contained a 
contingent of Hottentots. On its disbandment in 
1870 its colours were deposited in Cape Town 
Cathedral, where they still rest.* But though the 
title of the present regiment is of comparatively recent 
origin, the force itself is practically identical with 
the Frontier Armed and Mounted Police dating from 
the year 1855; and this in turn was composed of 
still earlier detachments of Armed and Mounted 


*See History of the Cape Mounted Riflemen, illustrated with 
drawings of the Standards and the Costume of an Cfficer of the 
Corps. (London: J. W. Parker, 1842.) There is a copy of this 
book in the Library of Parliament at Cape Town. Also see 
With Sword and Statute, by Major Hook, pp. 189-192. 


2 - THE EASTERN BORDER IN 1850 


Polece, originally raised in 1852 from what were 
then the eastern frontier districts of Cape Colony. 
These detachments, then, are the germ of the Cape 
Mounted Riflemen of to-day, who thus inherit by 
an unbroken succession the traditions dating back 
for over half a century both of the Armed and 
Mounted Police detachments and of the Frontier 
Armed and Mounted. Police. For the purposes of 
this record, therefore, the three bodies will be treated 
as identical. 

In tracing the history of the Cape Mounted 
Riflemen and of their predecessors, it is important 
to bear in mind the varying condition and gradual 
expansion of Cape Colony itself during the last 
half century, because, as will appear in the course of 
this narrative, the fortunes of the corps are in a 
very special manner connected with the develop- 
ment of the Colony’s activities. 

In 1850 the Transvaal and the Orange Free 
State, though on the eve of receiving their inde- 
pendence,* were still nominally subject to the 
Governor of the Cape, who also had the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Natal as his subordinate. Four more 
years were to pass before representative institutions 
were granted to the Cape. The Colony had then 
barely grown to half its present dimensions, and in 
the east there was a great gap between its boundary 
and that of Natal. Since Sir Benjamin d’Urban’s 
term of office in 1834 the eastern frontier had 
been moved backwards and forwards according 
to the changing views of successive governors and 


* The Transvaal received it in 1852, the Orange Free State 
in 1854. 


NATIVES ON THE EASTERN BORDER 3 


secretaries of state. The last arrangement had 
been made in 1847 by Sir Harry Smith, who was 
Governor and first High Commissioner from 1847 
to 1852. He had fixed the eastern limit of the 
Colony at the River Keiskamma, reserving for 
natives, under the name of British Kaffraria, the 
territory further east between the Keiskamma and 
the Great Kei River, and placing it under the 
protection of a British Commissioner resident at 
King William’s Town. Between the Great Kei River 
and the River Umzimkulu on the border of Natal there 
was no attempt made by the British to control 
the natives. 

Half a century ago settlers on the eastern 
frontier were forced to look upon warfare as 
part of the ordinary business of their lives. Not 
only were the civilized inhabitants attempting 
to enlarge the area of cultivation eastwards, 
but at the same time hordes of savages were being 
thrust southwards and westwards towards them by 
the destructive onslaughts of Zulu and Matabele 
invaders. At the beginning of the eighth Kaffir 
war of 1850-3, British Kaffraria was occupied by 
the Western Kosas or Gaikas, of whom Sandile was 
the chief; by another Kosa tribe called Tslambies, 
and by Tembu tribes north of the difficult Amatola 
Mountains. Immediately east of the Kei River, 
near the sea, was the parent tribe of Kosas, called 
Galekas, under their chief Kreli; north of them 
were Fingoes, “wanderers” from various tribes all 
but exterminated by the Zulus and Tembus; and 
further east again the Pondos. On the Kat River 
was a settlement of Hottentots gathered from the | 


4 ARMED AND MOUNTED POLICE RAISED 1852 


western parts of the Colony and placed there by 
Lord Charles Somerset in 1828. 

The war of 1850-3 had begun disastrously for the 
Cape colonists. An English force had been routed 
in Boomah Pass on 24th December, 1850, by some 
of Sandile’s Gaikas, the border settlements of 
Woburn, Auckland and Johannesburg had been 
sacked, and the military settlers there murdered 
on Christmas Day. The Governor himself was 
isolated and besieged in Fort Cox, and in the 
following year the Galekas, Tembus and Hottentots 
from the Kat River settlement joined forces with the 
Gaikas and committed renewed depredations on the 
border farms. To add to the difficulties of the 
situation the Orange River farmers were in open 
revolt, and the first Basuto war began in 1851 with 
the defeat of Warden at Viervoet. Besides a few 
British soldiers, the only regular levies on the eastern 
border were native troops chiefly raised from the 
Fingoes, who, out of hatred to the Kosas, joined the 
colonists. The farmers and settlers were armed and 
defended their lives and property as best they 
could, but suffered from lack of organization. In 
1852, therefore, authority was given for the formation 
of Armed and Mounted Police forces from the border 
districts of Albany, Uitenhage, Somerset, Cradock, 
Albert, Victoria and Fort Beaufort. Each force was 
independent and had its separate commander, but 
even this first beginning of organization proved of 
great value in stamping out the rebellion. The first 
notable exploit of the newly-created Armed and 
Mounted Police was the surprise in December of a 


Hottentot leader named Brander, who, with a band of 


SETTLEMENT AFTER EIGHTH KAFFIR WAR 5 


Kaffirs and Hottentots, had penetrated to the Zuurberg 
in the heart of the Colony. The Albany detachment 
under Captain Walter Currie, reinforced by thirty men 
of the 12th Regiment under Captain Espinasse, 
tracked down the spoor of this band to Jantjies Kraal 
in the bush country near the Great Fish River, and 
then killed or dispersed them, with the loss of Lieut, 
Ferreira, and three men killed and one officer wounded. 
The Fort Beaufort detachment under Commandant 
Wynne and one of the Victoria detachments, of 
which there were two, under Commandant Griffith, 
also had some serious skirmishes with rebels in the 
Koonap and Kat River fastnesses and elsewhere. 

In 1853, at the end of the war, it was thought 
unnecessary to continue the services of the Uitenhage, 
Somerset, Cradock and Albert detachments, but the 
Albany, Fort Beaufort and the two Victoria detach- 
ments were retained on a permanent footing. In the 
settlement of the natives, the Galekas under Kreli 
were confined between the Kei and Bashee Rivers, 
the conquered Tembus were established in Glen Grey, 
while Sandile’s Gaikas were cleared away from the 
intricate Amatola Mountains to more accessible 
country near the sea, their land being handed over 
to the friendly Fingoes. British Kaffraria, north of 
the Amatola Mountains, was settled with military 
colonists and annexed to Cape Colony ; Queenstown 
was founded and the 2nd Victoria detachment of 
Police transferred thither as a garrison. Two years 
later one of the first Acts of a representative Cape 
Assembly* merged the Albany, Fort Beaufort and 


* Act No. 3 of 1855. 


6 FRONTIER ARMED AND MOUNTED POLICE, 1855 


two Victoria detachments of Police into one corps, 
called the “ Frontier Armed and Mounted Police,” or 
briefly, F. A. M. P. 

The first commandant of this corps was Captain 
Walter Currie, who had commanded the Albany 
Police force since its formation, and had distinguished 
himself in the two preceding Kaffir wars. Besides 
the commandant, the corps had four inspectors, 
C. D. Griffith, W. T. Gilfillan, J. H. Bowker and 
Charles Cumbers and twelve sub-inspectors.* The 
rank and file consisted of about 500 N.C.O.’s and 
men. .The corps was armed with double-barrelled 
percussion guns, one barrel rifled and the other 
smooth, and with revolvers and bowie-knives. Arms, 
horses and saddlery were the property of the men. 
Nothing besides ammunition was found them. They 
had to pay 412 Ios. each for their guns and 47 Ios. 
for their revolvers, this charge being deducted from 
their monthly pay. The pay was nearly the same 
as that of the Cape Mounted Riflemen of to-day. 
The men enlisted for three years. 

The three years succeeding 1853 was a period of 
comparative quiet on the eastern border. Col. Maclean, 
the Commissioner of British Kaffraria, employed the 
natives on road-making and tried to soften their 
manners by opening schools, and though the Frontier 
force was kept constantly occupied with the routine of 
police work and patrolling the country, they had a 
respite from serious military duties. In 1856-7, 


* It is interesting to record the names of these officers, some of 
them well known throughout South Africa: William Wynne, 
George Liddle, Thos. Surmon, J. Miller, Chas. Blakeway, 
H. Smith, W. Surmon, William Wright, F. Jacobs, J. R. 
Thompson, R. Cloete, G. T. Tekusch. 
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NONGKANSE'S VISION, 1856 7 


however, one of the most extraordinary outbreaks of 
fanaticism recorded in history occurred among the 
natives : fatal in intention for the British, it turned out 
suicidal to themselves. In May, 1856, when the 
cattle plague was raging, Nongkanse, a girl of Kreli’s 
Galeka tribe of Kosas beyond the Kei, on returning 
from water, declared that the spirits of departed chiefs 
had appeared to her and commanded the destruction 
of all cattle and corn throughout the country; 
adding that on 18th February, 1857, they would return 
to the earth with a new breed of cattle, would drive all 
the white men from the country, and introduce an era 
of triumph and prosperity forthe Kaffirs. The native 
witch’ doctors lent their authority to her story, and 
persuaded the chief to comply with the injunction 
to destroy all cattle and corn in Galekaland. 
Messages were also sent to Sandile’s Gaikas in 
British Kaffraria bidding them conform to the 
paramount chief's orders. Fortunately, British 
influence there, to some extent, prevented a wholesale 
destruction, although considerable damage was done ; 
in Galekaland, however, the ruin was almost complete ; 
and when on the appointed day no unearthly host 
and no miraculous herds of cattle appeared, starvation 
Stared the wretched Kosas in the face. Twenty-five 
thousand Kaffirs are stated to have died of starvation . 
and 100,000 to have wandered away from their lands 
to seek sustenance, and even in British Kaffraria 
the natives are said within seven months to have 
been reduced in number from 105,000 to 37,000. 
The Government did all that was possible in starting 
relief works and distributing food, but these measures 
could only be palliatives. The distress naturally drove 


8 SIR GEORGE GREY'S SETTLEMENT, 1857 


bands of starving natives to courses of robbery and 
pillage, while the unrest in the Native Territories was 
general, Fadana and Quesha, Tembu chiefs from the 
lower Indwe district not far from Queenstown, were 
prominent in disturbance. Accordingly parties of 
the Frontier Armed and Mounted Police were sent to 
capture them. Inspector Griffith volunteered to bring 
in Fadana, and taking only eight men with him 
tracked him down to a large kraal where he had 
taken refuge, surprised and captured him. Afterwards 
Quesha was taken prisoner by Sub-Inspector Tekusch 
in the gorges of the Great Kei River. 

The depopulation of the Native Territories, owing | 
to the famine and their disturbed state, rendered 
possible two measures taken by Sir George Grey, 
who was then Governor. In 1857, after the Crimean 
war, the German legion and individual German 
agriculturists were settled on unoccupied land in . 
British Kaffraria, and many of these men proved 
valuable recruits for the F.A.M.P. By this 
means the danger of the white settlers being over- 
mastered in a Kaffir rising was much diminished. 
In the following year it was determined to drive 
Kreli’s Galekas, whose unrest had been increased 
by news of the Indian Mutiny, from their settlements 
beyond the great Kei River still further east to the 
other side of the Bashee River, and to plant some 
friendly Fingoes and Kosas of other tribes in 
their place. For this work the F.A.M.P. were 
employed in conjunction with Hottentot and Kaffir 
levies, and found no difficulty in accomplishing 
their task. Inspector Griffith again distinguished 
himself by his services, and was a second time 
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GRIQUALAND EAST SETTLED, 1861 9 
thanked by the Government. The Transkei was 
now placed under a British Administrator, and a 
strong troop of F. A. M. P., under Inspector Bowker, 
with Major Gawler’s Kaffir levy, was left as a 
permanent garrison when the rest of the troops were 
withdrawn. 

With the advent of Sir Philip Wodehouse as 
Governor in 1861 further changes in native affairs 
were inaugurated, necessitating the employment 
of the F.A.M.P. The undefined rights of the 
Griqua chieftain, Adam Kok, over white inhabit- 
ants in his territory had caused considerable trouble 
in the south of the Orange Free State; it was 
therefore decided to remove him and his tribe from 
that district and transplant them to the north-east of © 
Cape Colony. Here was a sparsely populated 
country called No Man’s Land, on the borders. of 
Basutoland and Natal. Sir Walter Currie, who had 
been knighted for his previous services, was ordered 
with a large force of F.A.M.P. to superintend 
the migration and location of the Griquas in their 
new territory, thenceforth known as Griqualand East. 
During the years 1861 and 1862 this difficult matter 
was successfully carried through, and _ Inspector 
Gilfillan with a troop of the Police was left to guard 
the border in the districts now called Barkly East 
and Wodehouse. Gilfillan’s greatest trouble lay 
with the Bushmen, who used to come down from 
their lairs in the Drakensberg and elsewhere to 
carry off stock belonging to the neighbouring farmers. 
This warfare was exceptionally difficult, as the 
Bushmen are born bush-fighters and rarely allowed 
themselves to be caught before they had ambushed 


IO NATIVE CHANGES, 1864-5 


their pursuers and shot at them with a cloud of 
poisoned arrows. Sub- Inspector Thornton and 
Sergeant W. A. McCarter* especially distinguished 
themselves in tracking these cattle thieves. The 
latter on one occasion with four European policemen 
and one native followed a spoor for eight days over 
a distance of 200 miles into Griqualand East, turned 
the thieves out of a cave where they had taken 
refuge and re-captured the cattle. 

In 1864, in order to give more room for British 
settlers, Sir Philip made a further transference of 
native tribes. The Tembus from Glen Grey were 
given the districts of Xalanga and St. Marks, and 
Fingoes from west of the Keiskamma were moved to 
Tsomo, Nqamakwe and Butterworth, all in the 
Transkei. Sandile’s Gaikas were offered the portion 
near the sea from which Kreli had been driven out, 
but refused to occupy what had once belonged to the 
paramount chief. Accordingly in 1865 the Galekas 
were allowed to return thither. It then became 
possible to annex British Kaffraria to Cape Colony. 
All these changes naturally caused some unrest in 
the Transkei, where it was thought prudent to 
concentrate the F. A. M. P. in 1864. In the 
following year they were withdrawn to the border of 
the Colony, where for the next three years they were 
occupied in patrol work, and in turning out native 
squatters from the Zwartruggens. 

1868 and 1869 were busy years for the Police. In 
1868 Sir Philip intervened in the fourth Basuto war, 
which the Free State Boers were then carrying on 


* Afterwards Captain in the C. M. R. and Quartermaster of 
the Left Wing. 
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BASUTOLAND ANNEXED, 1869 II 


against Moshesh. To avoid the constant frontier 
disputes the Governor formally annexed Basutoland 
to the British Empire, and made a final adjustment of 
the boundary between that country and the Free 
State. When intervention had been decided upon, 
the whole of the F. A. M. P. under Sir Walter 
Currie were sent up, and in 1860, after the Peace of 
Aliwal North, a troop under Inspector Bowker was 
left as a permanent police force for Basutoland. 
Meanwhile the Tembus had again been giving trouble 
in the Indwe and Witte Kei region, being stirred up 
by the female chieftain Nonesi. Mr. Griffith, who 
had captured Fadana in the early years of the corps 
and was now Civil Commissioner of Grahamstown, 
was sent with three troops of the Police to capture 
Nonesi and deport her to her brother, who had 
undertaken to be responsible for her. Griffith 
accomplished his duty without firing a shot. In 1869. 
two troops under Sir Walter Currie were hurried off 
_ to the west of the Colony to suppress some Koranna 
marauders ensconced in the difficult fastnesses of the 
Lower Orange. The Korannas were reduced to 
submission at the cost of six casualties to the Police ;_ 
a gallant charge through the river to the islands, 
where most of the Korannas had found refuge, being 
headed by Inspector D. B. Hook. * 

In the same year the discovery of diamonds in 
the neighbourhood of Kimberley led to the dispute 
between the Cape Colony and Free State Govern- 
ments as to the ownership of this territory. The 
Keate award of October, 1871, was given in favour 


_ “Snider carbines were issued for this Koranna expedition. 
B 


I2 F.A.M.P. AT KIMBERLEY 


of the Griqua chief Waterboer, who had already sold 
his rights to the English; accordingly Griqualand 
West, which included the Kimberley, Dutoitspan and 
de Beers mines, was proclaimed British territory. 
Before the point had been decided there was 
considerable lawlessness in the district, necessitating 
the concentration of the whole of the F. A. M. P. at 
Fopetown to keep order among the miners, and watch 
the Free State border. When the need for so large a 
force had passed away, the troop under Inspector 
Gilfillan from the borders of Griqualand East was 
permanently stationed on the Diamond Fields. In 
1873 the Police again found work on the eastern border. 
Langalibalele, chief of the Hlubi tribe, which had 
been driven into Natal by the Zulus, rose against the 
Government, and being defeated fled across the 
border. There was some doubt whether he would 
take refuge with the Basuto chief Molappo at Leribe 
or with the Baphuti chief Moirosi, also in Basutoland 
but nearer the Cape Colony border. Inspector Grant 
was sent with two troops to Moirosi’s country near 
the source of the Umzimvubu River; but Langalibalele, 
closely pursued by the Natal troops, took refuge in 
Leribe, where after a sharp skirmish with two other 
troops of the F. A. M. P. under Inspector Surmon, he 
was taken prisoner with most of his followers and 
his cattle. 

The F. A. M. P. were kept constantly occupied 
during the remaining years of their existence by 
the natives in the east of the Colony. In 1873 
part of Pondoland was placed under a British 
Resident; in 1875 the Police were employed in 
carrying out the annexation of the Tembu chief 


NINTH KAFFIR WAR, 1877-8 13 


Gangalizwe’s territory north of the Transkei, the 
districts of Elliot, Engcobo, Umtata and Mganduli 
being proclaimed under British protection. In 
1876 they had the same duty to perform in 
Griqualand East. 

In 1877 Sir Bartle fFrere’s stormy period 
as Governor was ushered in by the outbreak of 
the ninth Kaffir war, which arose from a dispute 
at a beer-drink between Fingoes and Kosas, near 
Butterworth. Both sections of the Kosas, the 
Galekas and Gaikas, were up in arms against us, 
while their ancient foes the Fingoes joined forces 
with us. In the first fight on the 26th September, 
at the Gwadana Mountains in the Transkei, a troop 
of Police and a gun detachment of the Artillery, 
supported by a body of Fingoes, attacked a greatly 
superior number of Galekas. The gun broke down, 
and after Sub-Inspector Von Hohenhau, six troopers 
and several Fingoes had been killed, the Police 
were obliged to retire. Three days later a body of 
seven to nine thousand Galekas attacked Ibeka Post, 
held by about two hundred Police and traders and 
some hundreds of Fingoes, all under C. D. Griffith, 
lately promoted to the command of the F. A. M. P. 
Two attacks by the savages were repulsed, and 
on the arrival of reinforcements Commandant 
Griffith was able to capture and burn the chief 
Kreli’s kraal on the gth of October. On the same day 
a force under Major H. G. Elliot, to which Inspector 
Bailie’s troop of the Police was attached, defeated the 
Galeka chief Sitcheka on the eastern border of the 
Transkei. On the 21st October Inspector Hook, of 
the Police, with a small detached force was attacked 

B2 


14 NINTH KAFFIR WAR 


in camp at Lusizi by another band of Galekas, 
who were driven off with very great difficulty. 

The rebellion then seemed to be at an end, 
and Commandant Griffith, who after the Ibeka 
affair received the local rank of colonel, swept the 
Galekas across the Bashee and the Umtata into 
Pondoland and captured most of their cattle. But 
they had retired only to return with renewed vigour. 
Hardly had the volunteers and burghers been 
dismissed to their homes before the war broke out 
afresh, On 2nd December, 1877, a Police patrol 
under Inspector Bourne was set upon near the 
Umzintzani River by some thousands of Galekas, 
who were driven off after a gallant stand by Bourne 
and Commandant Bayly, then of the D.E.O.V. 
Rifles. The recrudescence of disturbance was so 
serious that the regular troops had to be 
called up to assist in suppressing the rebellion. 
This was not accomplished without some severe 
fighting at Quintana, N’quamakwe, Komgha, 
Draibosch and elsewhere against Galekas and 
Gaikas. The Police distinguished themselves in 
several of these encounters, and Major Moore of 
the 88th Regiment, then attached to the corps as 
second in command, earned a V.C. by his brave 
attempt to save a trooper. Finally, after Kreli 
had been captured and Sandile had been killed, 
the rising was suppressed in 1878 and, as in the 
case of the Transkei, the district of Elliotdale, 
between the Bashee and the Umtata, was brought 
under British protection. 

During these years several important changes 
had taken place in the internal economy of the 
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OFFICER (F.A.M.P.) 1871 


COMMANDANTS OF F.A.M.P. 75 


Police, which may here be recorded. In 1870 
Sir Walter Currie retired from service, and died 
two years later on the 7th June at the age of fifty-three. 
Since 1852 he had been Commandant first of the 
Albany detachment and then of the united Police, 
and he more than anyone fixed the tradition for 
soldierly conduct in war and tactful police work for 
which the corps has always been distinguished. In 
the words of one of thé officers who served under 
him: “He was a born fighter... . he could ride 
with or without boots, but he couldn’t move along 
without adjectives. Still, there was melody in his 
language, the same as in the case of Sir Harry 
Smith .... He was much respected and loved by 
the corps and the whole frontier. His name spread 
wide and far.”"* He was succeeded by J. H. Bowker, 
one of the original inspectors appointed in 1855, 
who since 1868 had been acting as Agent in 
Basutoland. In 1877 Commandant Bowker resigned 
and was replaced by C. D. Griffith (“Faku,” as he 
was called by the natives after a Pondo chief), who 
commanded the second detachment of the Victoria 
Police in 1852, and had distinguished himself by the 
capture of Fadana in 1857 and again in 1858 against 
Kreli. Since that year he had been engaged in 
civil work, first as Commissioner of Albert, then at 
Grahamstown, and lastly as High Commissioner’s 
agent. in Basutoland, where he had accompanied the 
troops of his old corps, when they captured Langali- 
balele. He received the decoration of C.M.G. as well 
as the rank of colonel for his services in the ninth 


' * Major Hook’s With Sword and Statute, pp. 201-2. 


16 ARTILLERY TROOP, F. A. M. P. 


- Kaffir war, but in 1878 returned to civil life to his 
old post of Agent in Basutoland. He died as 
recently as October, 1906. He was succeeded by 
his second in command, Lieut.-Colonel H. Garrett 
Moore, V.C., of the 88th Regiment. 

The ranks of the F.A.M.P. originally recruited 
entirely from the colonists, were later filled up 
to a certain extent by new arrivals from England. 
The numbers varied considerably according to 
circumstances, and in war-time were sometimes 
over a thousand. 

In 1869 the Government issued arms as well 
as ammunition, though the officers and men still 
had to provide for themselves uniforms, equipment 
and horses. Snider carbines were for the first 
time served out for the Koranna expedition of that 
year. In 1870 the headquarters of the Police were 
removed from Grahamstown to King William’s Town 


In 1874 an artillery troop was formed under the 
command of Lieutenant J. C. Robinson of the Royal 
Artillery. He brought out with him the troop’s 
first gun, a 9-pounder R.M.L. Between 1874 to 
1877 two muzzle-loading 7-pounder mountain guns 
were obtained. These Robinson had mounted on 
flimsy field carriages made by a local carpenter of 
King William’s Town, which went to pieces after 
a few rounds had been fired. The breaking of the 
trail of one of them was the cause of the disaster 
at Gwadana in 1877, and the other broke down 
three days later at Ibeka. 
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SERGEANT (F.A.M.P.) 1877 


CHAPTER II* | 


FORMATION AND ORGANIZATION OF 
THE CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN 


been only a police force, although, as is 

evident from the narrative in Chapter I, it 
had always, when occasion arose, been called upon 
for purely military duties. In that year the Govern- 
ment decided to reorganize the corps as a regular 
regiment of Mounted Rifles, and for that purpose 
passed Act No. 9 of 1878, which gave them their 
present title of Cape Mounted Riflemen, more 
familiarly known as C.M.R., and defined their 
dual function as a police force to preserve peace 
and prevent crime and as a military force for the 
defence of the Colony. The C. M. R. were to be 
divided into two independent divisions or wings, 
each under its lieutenant-colonel commanding, and 
each with its separate staff of officers, both wings 
being immediately under the Commandant-General 
of the Forces of the Colony. The ranks of inspector 
and sub-inspector, more appropriate to a purely . 
police force, were abolished, and the titles captain 
and lieutenant substituted. Further provisions were 
made with regard to discipline, privileges, duties, 


[J to 1878 the F.A.M.P. had nominaily 


*In order not to interrupt unduly the subsequent narrative of 
events, everything that relates to the constitution, composition, &c., 
of the C. M. R. at various times has been included in this chapter. 
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18 ACTS OF PARLIAMENT CONCERNING C.M.R. 


pensions, and gratuities. Some of the members of 
the corps expressed dissatisfaction at the terms of the 
new Act, on the ground that they had been enlisted 
primarily for police functions, and vented their dis- 
content in acts of insubordination, which were 
repressed with some sternness. But the trouble 
passed away as soon as the Moirosi war of the 
following year gave the dissatisfied members of the 
corps a chance of proving their gallantry. 

The division of the C. M.R. into two independent 
wings was soon found inconvenient, so that in 1883 
a short Act was passed allowing the Governor to 
amalgamate them into one command. This he did in 
1884, since when the C. M.R. have been one corps under 
one commander. Small amendments in the original 
Act were also made in 1880 and 1885, but in 1892 the 
Colonial Forces Act was passed repealing all former 
Acts on the subject, and bringing the whole law of 
military service in the Colony under one com- 
prehensive statute. Much of the new Act was 
naturally a repetition of the Act of 1878, but in some 
important respects greater clearness was attained. 
The C. M. R. are defined as the “ Permanent Colonial 
Forces both for police and defence.” Regulations are 
laid down as to the appointment and promotion of 
officers after examination, and as to the various 
forms of trial whether by the commanding officer, by 
officers’ courts, or by the civil authority, according to 
the nature of the offence. The precedence of officers 
in the C.M.R. with respect to officers of the regular 
army and the scale of pensions and gratuities are 
carefully laid down. Since that date there have been 
only two amending Acts, one in 1893 with regard to 


C.M. R. REGULATIONS 19 


- precedence of officers, and one in 1895 enacting that 
the commander of the C. M.R. may be a full colonel, 
and may have a staff, laying down regulations as to 
the granting of medals and providing pensions in 
certain cases to widows of members of the corps. * 

In addition to, and in pursuance of, these Acts, 
tules and regulations for the C.M.R. have at 
different times been promulgated by the Governor. 
Some of the earlier regulations, though now out of 
date, are interesting for the vividness with which 
their minute directions recall the rough pioneer work 
of the regiment in earlier days. The rules and 
regulations even of 1884 seem to breathe the very 
spirit of frontiersmen. For example: “A camp should 
be on dry ground, accessible from a main road, with 
a good supply of water and fuel in its vicinity, and 
within easy reach of all necessary supplies”; the 
tents should have trenches dug round them “to carry 
off the surface water in rainy weather”; elaborate 
injunctions are given as to the method of posting 
sentries and guards and for precautions against 
surprise ; special care is directed to the water supply 
of camps ; where this is taken from a running stream : 
“two stakes should be set up. Above the upper one 
water for drinking and cooking will be drawn. 
Between the two stakes horses and cattle may be 
watered. Below the lower stake washing clothes and 
bathing may be allowed. If necessary a sentry or 
sentries should be posted to protect the water 
supply ” ; officers are charged with the duty of instruct- 
ing their men not only in drill and outpost duty, but 
also in following up spoor and in learning all the 


* See Note (a) on page 31. 
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drifts, roads and natural features of the country 
within fifteen miles of camp. The regulations of 
1892 contain an excellent precept which sums up 
with admirable explicitness the high standard of 
efficiency in military and police duties held up to the 
corps. This instruction, which has unfortunately dis- 
appeared from the latest regulations, reads as follows : 


“ Officers commanding troops are held re- 
- sponsible for the military efficiency of the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates under 
their immediate command ; and must remember 
that, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act of Parliament under which the regiment was 
raised, the corps is a military corps, and that 
military efficiency is not to be sacrificed to police 
work, and wice versa. Officers commanding 
troops are therefore held responsible that every 
officer, non-commissioned officer, and private in 
their respective troops does three months’ con- 
tinuous military duty every year, and this is to 
include a complete course of drill, At the head- 
quarter station of every troop all military duties 
of every description are to be carried out with 
absolute strictness, and the routine followed at 
the headquarters of the regiment is never to be 
departed from. This is necessary in order that 
there may, in every troop, be a standard of 
military efficiency and smartness, by which 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
doing police duty at the small outposts may 
measure themselves on the numerous occasions 
on which duty will take them in to their troop 
headquarters.” 


RECRUITING OF C.M.R. 21 


The recruiting of the corps, which in the case of 
the F.A.M.P. was at first chiefly confined to 
Cape Colony, became for a long time largely de- 
pendent on supplies of men from England. But 
since the South African war the regiment has been 
almost entirely recruited in Cape Colony. Men 
resident in England who desire to join the regiment 
have now to pay their own passages to the Cape. The 
term of enlistment is for five years, but at the end of 
that period re-enlistment is encouraged for further 
terms. Discharge may on certain conditions be pur- 
chased during the term of enlistment, and men who 
have reached the age of fifty may be pensioned off 
on a scale varying with their years of service. All 
recruits on enrolment have to be medically examined 
and attain a certain standard of height and chest 
measurement, and also to take an oath of allegiance and 
obedience. In 1884 and 1886, respectively, the Cape 
Field Artillery and the Cape Infantry Regiment, which 
had been the only other regular forces under the 
Colonial Government, were disbanded and most of 
the men availed themselves of the option’ of being 
transferred to the C. M. R. A private of the C. M. R. 
at various times designated “trooper” or “ private” 
has since 2nd December, 1908, been called 
“ rifleman.” 

The appointment of officers, which has always 
been vested in the Governor, was at first made without 
any special limitations to his discretion. But since 
the Act of 1892 all candidates for commissions are 
required to pass a competitive examination, the 
candidates being selected by the commanding officer 
on the recommendation of squadron commanders. 


ae 


22 OFFICERS’ EXAMINATIONS 
‘The Subjects and Conditions of ©XaMination are as 
follows -__ 


Connitions 
be Selected by 


Squadron in the Field 
unit, or as Portion of a 

€giment. 
2. Musketry, 
3. Tactics 


tly in regard to Native 
arfare, 
( Textbooks. Lhe Manual Jor Mounted 
Remen, Cape Colonia] Lorces , Lnfantry 
T; Vatning . Combined lraining » 5 mall Wars 
their Principles 4 bractice by Major Caldwel] ) 
4. Field Sketching and econnaissance. 
(Textbook . 


- Lhe authorised Manual OF 
field § Retching and 
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8. The Rules and Regulations of the Cape 
Mounted Riflemen. 
9g. The Colonial Forces Act and Military Law. 
(Textbooks: Zhe Colonial Forces Act, 
and Military Law by Lieut.-Colonel Sisson 
Pratt.) | 
10. Criminal Procedure in relation to Police 
duties and the various Statutes bearing on 
Police work. 
(Textbooks: Motes on Criminal Procedure 
and Police duty by Lieut.-Colonel M. B. 
Robinson, C. M. G., and Zhe Statutes.) 
11. A fair colloquial knowledge of Dutch and 
Kafhr. 


The scale of pay, though slightly increased in 
recent years, has not been altered materially since 
the formation of the corps. On the other hand, 
the expenses of the men have been very considerably 
reduced by various concessions gradually introduced. 
In 1878 the men had to provide nearly everything, 
uniform, horses, and all equipment except camp 
furniture, the Government only issuing arms and 
ammunition gratis. Thus in the early days the 
recruit would start with a regimental debt of about 
#60 for uniform, saddlery and horse. The debt 
would be paid off by monthly stoppages of £2 from 
the man’s pay. The cost of maintenance of man and 
horse formed a charge against pay in the same 
manner, so that it was frequently the case that, until 
a man had paid off his equipment debt, the pay 
balance accruing to him was represented by 
“pence.” On active service men and horses were 
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rationed by Government. Various slight alterations 
were made from time to time, mostly in favour of 
the men, including :— 
1. A grant of £50 to an officer on promotion 
from the ranks, in aid of uniform, &c. 

2. N.C.O.’s and men on re-enrolment received 
a certain fixed sum as a bounty towards 
renewal of uniform and kit. 

3. Increases of pay to captains and lieutenants 

consequent on increased cost of living. 

4. Freeissue of saddlery and camp equipment. 
The horses, which were the property of the men, 
were insured in the Regimental Horse Insurance 
Fund, whereby, on payment of 2s. per month, a man 
who had the misfortune to lose his horse would 
receive assistance towards purchase of a new 
animal. This grant varied according to circumstances 
from a quarter to full value. 

No serious change in this system was made until 
after the close of the Boer war. The greatest 
change introduced, is that since 1903 the horses are 
supplied by Government and remain Government 
property : horse rations are also paid for by Govern- 
ment, also farriery and veterinary medicines, which 
were previously paid for by the men. The recruit 
on enrolment is supplied free with the first issue of 
clothing and necessaries; all subsequent issues are 
made as required on repayment. An annual clothing 
allowance, however, is made of £9 for warrant officers, 
£6 for squadron sergt.-majors and N.C.O.’s with 
that grade, and 45 for sergeants and rank and file. 

To summarise: while in 1878 a man joining the 
regiment had practically to pay for everything 
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supplied to him, under the present system the only 
stoppage against his pay is that for his own main- 
tenance, varying according to the station from 2s. 6d. 
to 3s. per diem.* 

The C. M. R. were originally armed with double 
barrel muzzle-loading guns, one barrel rifled, one 
smooth bore; with revolver and bowie-knife. These 
were replaced by Snider carbines, which were retained 
until 1881 when Martini-Henry carbines were issued. 
In 1899 Lee-Metfords and bayonets were issued, and 
the swords which were issued in 1880 were discarded. 

The regiment is now armed with Lee-Enfield 
rifles and bayonets. Men employed on mounted 
police duty carry revolvers. 

The uniform worn by the F. A. M. P. and the 
C. M. R. has been changed several times. [llustrations 
of various forms of it are inserted in these Records. 

In 1855 the uniform of the F. A. M. P. was of 
yellow Bedford cord. Leather helmet and straight 
peaked Kepi cap. 

1871 (F. A. M. P.), grey, with helmet. 

1879, black velvet cord. Black leather laced 
boots, with leggings. Silver chevrons. 

1881, blue, with white helmet and brass fittings. 
Jack boots and swan-neck spurs. 

1892, rifle green, helmet fittings bronze. This 
uniform was very similar to that worn by the 
King’s Royal Rifles. 

1897, khaki was introduced for field service. 

1903, drab, similar to that of the Central Indian 
Horse. 


* See Note (4) on pages 31 seqq. 
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Since the union of the regiment under one 
command the number of squadrons has varied with 
the establishment of the regiment. The largest 
number of squadrons has been nine: a Headquarters’ 
squadron and squadrons A to I inclusive.* The local 
distribution of these squadrons has varied from time 
to time according to the demands of the service ; and 
during military operations they have naturally been 
moved from their special districts. An idea, how- 
ever, of the extent of country which the regiment 
is called upon to patrol may be gained from its 
distribution at the end of 1894 :— 


Headquarters’ squadron at King William’s Town with 
artillery troop at Umtata. 


A _ at Mount Ayliff and Thaba- 
Inkulu. 
B. zt at St. Marks, Queenstown, 


Wodehouse, Indwe and 
Lady Frere districts. 

C . at Umtata, with detachments 
at Kei Bridge, Ibeka and 
Mount Frere. 


D 3 at Maclear, Cala and Elliot 
districts. 

E 3 at Umtata, Ngqeleni, Libode 
and St. John’s. 

F . at Kokstad. 

G = at Kokstad and Bizana. 

H - at Mount Frere, Flagstaff 


and Thaba-Inkulu. 
[I » was formed in 1897.] 


*From Ist April, 1899, to 3lst January, 1903, the units of the 
C. M. R. were called ‘‘Companies,’’ but the old title ‘‘ Squadrons "’ 
was resumed on Ist February, 1903. 
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Although the regiment has been recruited to 
1,000 or over during war time, its normal strength 
in peace is about 750. Owing to the present 
financial condition of the Colony its strength has 
now, however, been reduced to 550 other ranks. 
With this force it has the ordinary police duty of 
keeping order among the whites and natives in a 
portion of the extreme Eastern Province and the 
whole ‘of the Native Territories, besides other 
functions of a less determinate character. For 
example: In 1883 and 1887 it was called in to 
suppress the railwaymen’s riots at De Aar and 
Colesberg; in 1891 it formed an escort to the 
Governor, Sir Henry Loch, on his journey through 
the Transkei to Natal; in 1892 and 1893, owing to 
outbreaks of cattle disease, it was called upon to 
enforce quarantine regulations on the Natal and 
Basuto borders, earning for this service the thanks 
of the Minister for Lands and Agriculture. In 
1896, on the appearance of rinderpest, they were 
again called out to stop the movements of cattle 
from infected districts. When Pondoland was 
annexed in 1894 they not only carried out the 
military and police duties necessary to ensure 
tranquillity, but as the sole representatives of 
civilization in the country acted as_ telegraphists 
with their heliograph, and as letter-carriers. On 
one occasion a detachment was sent to superintend | 
the salvage of an East Indiaman wrecked on the 
coast of the Alexandria district. Numerous formal 
letters of thanks from magistrates, colonial secre- 
taries and communities, attest the good police work 
achieved by the C. M.R. and the acts of daring 
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performed by individual troopers in detecting crime 
or saving life. 

A rough idea of the varied work required of the 
force and of its intimate connexion with the life of 
the country-side may be gathered from the following 
extract of a volume by Major Hook, who was for 
some time a trooper and then an officer in the 
F. A.M. P., and subsequently in the C. M.R. on the 
regiment’s change of title :— 

“There were serious responsibilities; the 
property of the ‘backbone of the country’ 
(political name for the farmers) had to be 
protected over a very wide country, as the 
title, Great Winterberg, indicates; the Field 
Cornets in the wards had to be met in council; 
and it is a police officer’s duty to ingratiate 
himself with these officials if possible, and be 
guided by them a good deal. A good old 
British or Boer Field Cornet is about the best 
ally in carrying out police duty. The Field 
Cornet is acquainted with his district and 
boundaries; but he is a badly remunerated 
officer, and labours for love. 

“By deferring greatly to Field Cornet 
Sweetman, of the Winterberg ward, I was 
enabled to vigilantly protect the farmers’ 
interests, while my men were not overworked ; 
who all became acquainted with the farms, 
footpaths and tracks where marauders might 
travel. They also studied the pass laws and 
where squatters were located, and, in fact, 
earned quite an encomium from that official, 
who spoke of them as ‘a decent lot of chaps.’ 
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That was great praise from the quiet old 
Field Cornet. 

“All at the same time and date we did not 
neglect the rhiebok on the hills, nor the part- 
ridges on the highest points of the Elandsberg. 
Frontier Armed and Mounted Police was our 
title; but if any Cape legislator had seen us 
on those exposed eminences among the rock 
krantzes, he might have thought us anything. 
‘**J gazed, but saw only the Klip Springer bounding 

And the eagle of Winterberg high o’er the woods, 
Sailing supreme ’mid his solitudes.’— 
PRINGLE.”’ 

The artillery troop of the regiment began on a 
very humble scale with the three guns belonging 
to the F.A.M.P. artillery troop organized by 
Lieutenant J. C. Robinson. In 1884 the Cape Field 
Artillery was incorporated with the C. M.R. Artillery, 
which retained the 7-pounder R.M.L. guns until 
1899, when six 2°5 R.M.L. guns were issued. 
A noteworthy addition to this equipment was a 
maxim, presented to the corps in 1894 by Mr. Rhodes 
on behalf of the British South Africa Company in 
acknowledgment of their services in Rhodesia. 
Fifteen-pounder B.L. guns were issued during the 
South African war, and the troop was permanently 
armed with this weapon in 1907. The artillerymen 
are trained to field and mountain artillery duties, 
and in the use of machine guns. 

Colonel Garrett Moore was the first colonel of the 
C.M.R., but remained in his command for only one 
year, being succeeded in 1879 by Colonel Z. S. Bayly, 
of the Cape Town Volunteers, and formerly adjutant 
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of the 9th Regiment. In 1880 the two wings of the 
regiment were put under separate officers, Colonel 
Bayly remaining in command of the right wing; the 
left wing was given to Lieut.-Colonel Frederick 
Carrington, C.M.G., of the 24th Regiment, who 
had already distinguished himself as a leader of 
irreguiar troops and who, subsequently, was better 
known as General Sir Frederick Carrington. During 
his absence from disablement in action between 
April, 1881, and August, 1883, the command of 
this wing devolved successively on Major Shervinton 
and Major Grant, but was resumed by Colonel 
Carrington until the junction of the two wings under 
Colonel Bayly in the winter of 1884. In January, 
1892, Colonel Bayly was succeeded by. Colonel 
J. M. Grant, late of the 85th Light Infantry, who 
in his turn gave place to Colonel E. H. Dalgety, 
late of the Royal Scots Fusiliers, in January, 1896. 
Colonel Dalgety was in command of the regiment 
during the greater part of the South African war, 
but on his contracting enteric fever in November, 
1900, Major Lukin was appointed by Lord Roberts 
local Lieut.-Colonel in the Imperial Forces, and 
placed in command of that portion of the regiment 
which was attached to the Colonial Divisiqn. Colonel 
Dalgety returned to his command in December, 
IQOI. 

On Colonel Dalgety’s retirement on pension at the 
end of 1902, Colonel H. T. Lukin, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
was promoted on Ist January, 1903 to the command 
of the regiment, which he still holds. 
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NOTES 


(z) For purposes of record it may be useful to subjoin a list 
of the various Acts of Parliament referring to the Frontier 
Armed and Mounted Police or the Cape Mounted Riflemen :— 


No. AND YEAR OF ACT. 


No 
No 


a) 
. al 


of 1855 
of 1856 


of 1868 


of 1875 
of 1875 
of 1878 
of 1880 
of 1883 
of 1885 
of 1892 
of 1893 
of 1895 


SUBJECT. 
Constituting F. A. M. P. 
Forbids sale of arms, horses or 
equipment. 
Exempting F.A.M.P. from tolls, 
ferry dues, &c. 
Superannuation of F.A. M. P. 
Discipline of F. A. M. P. 
Constitution of C.M.R. 
Discipline of C. M. R. 
Amalgamating the two wings. 
Boards of Officers. 
‘Colonial Forces Act.”’ 
Small Amendment. 
Small Amendment. 


(2) The scales of pay authorized at the formation of the regiment 
in 1878 and in 1908, respectively, are here subjoined :— 


1878 


1908 


Lieut-Col., £600 p.a. and £300 Officer Commdg., £1,000 (inclu- 


travelling allowance. 


Major, 


£500 p.a. 
travelling allowance (regula- 
tion of 1892). 


Captain, 16s. per diem increasing Captain, 20s. per diem; after 
annually by Is. to 20s. with 5 years 25s. and a contingent 
allowance of 5s. per diem to allowance of 2s. 6d. per diem. 
cover travelling, care of arms, 
temporary offices. 


sive of £500 travelling allow- 
ance and £50 command 
allowance). | 


and £100 Major, £700. 
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1878 
Lieutenant, 11s. per diem increas- 
ing annually by 6d. to 15s.; 
after 10 years’ service 17s. 6d. 


Surgeon, £456 p.a. 
Veterinary Surgeon, £400 p.a. 
Paymaster, £400 to £450 p.a. 
Quartermaster, £365 p.a. 


Adjt. and Musketry Instructor, 
£500 p.a. 


Gunnery Instructor, £465 p.a. 


Sergeants, 1st class 9s. per diem. 
2nd class 8s. 
Srd_ class 7s. 3 
Corporals, 6s. 6d. per diem. 
Privates, Ist class 6s. per diem. 
,  Qnd class 5s. 
Srd class4s.6d._,, 


The period of enrolment in the 
first instance was 5 years; and 
re-engagements were for 3 
years; N.C.O.’s and men 
received an extra ls. per diem 
on first re-engagement and 6d. 
per diem extra on all subse- 
quent re-enrolments. Thus 
the pay ofa lst Class Sergeant 
in his fifth period would be 
9s. plus 2s. 6d. progressive 
increase. 
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1908 


Lieutenant, 15s. per diem; after 
5 years 17s. 6d. 


Surgeon, £400 p.a. 


Paymaster and Quartermaster, 
£450 on appointment. 


Adjt. and Gunnery Instructor, 
Pay of rank and 5s. per diem 
extra. 


Signalling Instructor, Pay of 
rank and 2s. 6d. per diem extra. 


Regtl. S.-M. (Warrant) 12s. 
per diem. 

Regtl. Q.-Sergeant, lls. per 
diem. 


Orderly Room Clerk, lls. per 
diem. 

Squadron S.-Majors, Sergt. 
Instructors in Gunnery, and 
Saddler Sergt., 10s. per diem. 

Bandmaster (Warrant) 10s. per 
diem. 

Sergeants, 9s. per diem. 


Corporals, 8s. per diem. 

Privates on joining, 5s. per diem ; 
after one year, extra 6d. 
after two years, extra 6d. 
depending on good behaviour. 
On re-enrolment at 5 years 
ls. per diem extra. 


On re-enrolment at 8 years, 
6d. per diem extra. 


No further progressive in- 
creases on re-engagement after 
8 years. 
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1878 1908 


Natives 2s. 6d. per diem. Native troopers, 2s. 6d. to 4s. 
per diem. Native artillery 
drivers 3s. per diem (enrolled 
for 12 months). 


Warrant Officers, N. C. Officers 
and men who are proficient 
in Kaffir and Dutch receive 
an additional 6d. per diem 
for each language. A private 
in his third period of service 
can thus receive pay at 8s. 6d. 
per diem. 


In addition to the foregoing the 
following allowances are also 
open to N.C.O.’s and men :— 


Gunners (Artillery troop), 6d. 
per diem. 


Bandsmen, Is. per diem 
Instructors, ls. per diem. 
Signallers, 6d. to ls. per diem. 


Farriers and Shoeing-Smiths, 
2s. 6d. per diem. 


Clerks in Regimental and Squad- 
ron Offices, 6d. to ls. per 
diem. 


Medical Staff, 6d. to ds. per 
diem. 

Travelling allowance on duty 
outside ordinary sphere of duty 
is also paid, varying from 74d. 
per hour for Officers to 3d. 
for Privates. 


An allowance of 6s. 6d. per 
child per quarter is given 
towards the school fees of 
children of N.C.O.'’s and 
men on the Married Establish- 
ment: these men also have 
their reasonable expenses paid 
on transfer for their families 
and effects. 


CHAPTER III 


NATIVE WARS 


given of the C. M. R.’s activity as a police force, 

and it must not be forgotten that this is their 
most continuous and one of their most useful functions. 
But the police work of the C. M. R., though it has 
been of incalculable importance in maintaining the 
general peace and order of the Colony, especially in 
its early unsettled days, is most successful when it 
presents least to record. Although, therefore, 
stirring actions in war form the most salient episodes 
in the history of the C. M. R., these are by no means 
the only or even the most important part of the 
regiment’s work. 

As described in Chapter I, the ninth Kafhr war 
was brought to a conclusion in 1878, but not before 
the Korannas and Griquas on the lower Orange 
River and in Griqualand West had followed the 
example of the Eastern natives by breaking out into 
rebellion. A troop of the C. M. R., however, posted 
under Major Nesbitt on the Colony’s northern 
boundary, helped materially in suppressing this revolt, 
though not without the loss of three men killed* and 


| the previous chapter some details have been 


*Corporal Woodward, Privates Green and Anstey. 
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three, including Major Nesbitt himself, wounded. In 
1879 the far more serious Zulu war broke out, and, 
though the C. M. R. took no part in it, Cetewayo’s 
overwhelming success at Isandhlwana no doubt 
encouraged other native risings, which gave them 
plenty of occupation. In that year the Baphuti 
chief Moirosi, who held sway over the borderland 
between Cape Colony and Basutoland and had 
long been giving trouble, had to be _ punished. 
Colonel Griffith,who was then Governor’s agent in 
Basutoland, was placed in charge of the operations 
and with some hundred Basuto levies took over 
command of two troops of C. M. R. and a force of 
Yeomanry which had been hurried up to Palmiet- 
fontein on the Orange River. After a skirmish at 
Telle’s Drift Colonel Griffith crossed the river on the 
17th March, and won an initial success in the capture 
of Muldoon’s cave on the 23rd. Moirosi then con- 
centrated his tribesmen on the mountain stronghold 
named after himself. 

Moirosi’s Mountain rises in a series of perpendicular 
precipices from the left bank of the Orange River to 
a height of seven or eight hundred feet, crowned by a 
precipice on that side of about two hundred feet. 
These heights were well defended by substantially- 
built walls, loop-holed at every point. Further round 
to the south the precipices continue at one unvarying 
height, with the exception of one point on the south- 
east side, where they decline to a height of sixty-five 
feet. Here was an extremely rugged and broken 
path, leading over huge boulders to a natural spring, 
which was strongly defended by walls (schanzen). 
Some hundred and fifty yards on the west side of the 
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spring, the precipice again rises some sixty or eighty 
feet in height. On the front of the mountain, facing 
the headquarters and principal camps, the main foot- 
path wound up to the summit. This path was very 
strongly defended by a series of formidable walls rising 
tier upon tier, each one loop-holed, in two distinct rows. 

On the 25th March Moirosi was invested here 
by Colonel Griffith's force, augmented by two 
7-pounders of the C.M.R. Artillery. On the 8th 
April an attempt was made to carry Moirosi’s 
Mountain by storm, the attacking party being 
composed of all available C.M.R., about thirty to 
forty men, under Captains Grant and Surmon, sup- 
ported by the 3rd Regiment of Yeomanry. But 
the natives were strongly posted in schantzes on 
the mountain, and in spite of Captain Grant’s 
gallant and determined efforts, successfully repelled 
all assaults by rifle fire and volleys of huge stones 
on the attacking parties. An attempt was made 
to dislodge them by throwing live shells into their 
positions, and Sergeant Scott and Private Morley 
of the C.M.R., who volunteered for this dangerous 


work, were both wounded by a premature explosion 


the former gaining the V.C. for his gallantry. 
Another V.C. was awarded to Private Peter Brown, 
also of the C. M.R., for carrying water to his wounded 
comrades within twenty yards of the schantzes. 
In spite, however, of the most determined efforts, 
which earned the thanks of the Government,* and 
in which Captain Surmon and three rank and file 


-*No less than eighteen men of the C.M.R. were recom- 


mended for promotion from the ranks for good service on this 


occasion, 
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were mortally wounded and six others of the 
C. M. R. wounded severely,* the natives could not 
-be dislodged from their position. The siege of the 
mountain was then carried on for several months 
without much success, the Baphuti showing much 
dash in their sorties on outlying pickets of the 
colonial forces. On §th June another assault was 
made on the position, with no greater success than 
the first.f{ On this occasion Surgeon-Major Hartley 
of the C. M.R. earned the V.C. for his devotion 
in attending to the wounded under fire. Soon 
afterwards Colonel Griffith was recalled to Basutoland, 
and was succeeded in command of the investing 
force by Colonel Brabant, C.M.G., of the Yeomanry. 
But he was no more fortunate than his predecessor. 
In the end all the Yeomanry were withdrawn 
while the C. M. R. were reinforced by drafts from 
the Transkei and native levies, and pee under 
the command of Colonel Bayly. 

On the 20th November a final assault was 
delivered by the troops divided into five storming 
parties, under Captains Bourne and Montague, of the 
C.M.R., and three other officers commanding native 
levies and volunteers. The several attacking parties 


* KILLED. WoUNDED. 
Private Braine. Sergt.-Major Edwards. 
Sergeant Cole. 
MortTaL_y WounbDeED. 5 Scott. 
Captain Surmon. Private P. Brown. 
Corporal Martindale. - » Morley. 
Private Paskee. ue Rogers. 


+ On 4th May Private Petersen was killed and Private England 
wounded. 


¢ Private Handyside was wounded on this occasion. 
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had orders to proceed to their positions at the dip 
of the moon, about 11.45, and having gained these 
to await daybreak before attacking. Nos. I and 2 
Storming Parties, consisting of C. M. R., were accom- 
panied by fifty Basutos from Commandant Davis’s 
division of Basutos, for the purpose of carrying 
scaling ladders and ammunition cases with water for 
the men; however, on the first shot being fired, 
ladders and cases were thrown down and the Basutos 
bolted, leaving the Cape Mounted Riflemen to carry 
the ladders. | 

One of the C. M. R. Storming Parties, and one 
of the native levies, having effected a simultaneous 
landing at dawn, orders were given to two of the 
other storming parties to advance from the saddle 
and gully, which they did towards tthe first 
schanze. The Cape Mounted Riflemen on gaining 
this footing, found the enemy had manned “The 
Circle,” which is a ridge of rocks running across 
the mountain. They were formed up and ordered 
to fix bayonets (having been previously supplied 
with long sniders and bayonets), when with three 
cheers and a charge they dislodged the enemy. 
The attack now became general from all sides. 
The enemy were completely routed, about seventy 
being killed, amongst them Moirosi himself and 
his sons Letuka, Mintzo, Masapula and Mazape; but 
a considerable number, probably some 120, escaped 
down the mountain under cover of the deficient 
light. At 4.15 am. the Union Jack was floating 
on the top of the crown. The first man to reach 
the summit was Lieutenant Sprenger, who was 
promoted Captain on the spot; Colonel Bayly was 


rer 


ad 


- 


* 
4 
“t 
. 
a 
I 
4 
| 
' 


> 


1 
eal 


wa 


~ & 
. 
' 
oan 
v4 
t 
te 
’ 
, 
‘ 
, 
‘ 
oF 


mn” 
4 
: 
’ 


OFFICER (C.M.R.) 1887 


Digitized by Google 


FIFTH BASUTO WAR, I880-I 39 


awarded the C.M.G. and Captain Bourne the 
honorary rank of Major. This success brought the 
rebellion to a close, for after Moirosi’s death the rest 
of his tribe submitted.* During the same year a 
disturbance between Pondos and Xesibes near 
Mount Ayliff had been suppressed without difficulty 
by three other squadrons of the C. M.R. 

The year 1880 was a critical time for British 
supremacy in South Africa, for it saw the revolt of 
the Transvaal Boers and Majuba, the outbreak of the 
fifth Basuto war, another rising of the Pondomisi in the 
Transkei, and the recall of Sir Bartle Frere. With the 
Transvaal insurrection the C.M.R. were not called 
upon to deal, but they took the leading part in the 
Basuto war. It will be remembered that Basutoland, 
which was annexed by the Imperial Government in 
1868, had in 1871 been handed over to Cape Colony. 
The Colony, which only received responsible govern- 
ment itself in the same year, had almost more than it 
could do in attempting to keep order among the 
turbulent Basutos, who in exchange for labour at 
Kimberley are stated to have acquired 18,000 good 
rifles. An Act was passed to disarm them, and 
Mr. Sprigg, the Premier, held a “Pitso,” or meeting, 
at Maseru in 1879 to explain its provisions to them. 
The Basutos naturally resented this proposal, all the 
more as some of their armed parties had given 
assistance against Moirosi. Letsie, however, Moshesh’s 
son and successor as paramount chief, professed his 
submission in 1880, but Letsie’s sons, chief of whom 


*In this engagement Private Schwartz was killed and Private 
Corfield wounded. 
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was Lerothodi, openly refused to abide by his decision 
and took up arms against him. In view of their 
threatening attitude troops were moved into the 
country. In July Colonel Bayly with part of the 
right wing of the C.M.R. was sent to Maseru, and 
Colonel Carrington with part of the left wing, and the 
remainder of the right wing was ordered to Mafeteng 
in August. On the way up Colonel Carrington was 
' attacked by a force of Basutos, whom he repulsed, 
and thereupon occupied Mafeteng. 

At the beginning of September the four chief 
points held in Basutoland were: Thlotse heights, in 
the Leribe district, by a few men; Maseru with a 
garrison of C. M. R. under Colonel Bayly; Mafeteng 
with 220 C. M. R. under Colonel Carrington ; and 
Mohalies Hoek by the Magistrate, Mr. W. H. 
Surmon, with a few Europeans and native police. 
These four points were all closely invested by the 
rebel Basutos, but troops were concentrated on the 
colonial border for their relief. On the 3rd October 
the Mohalies Hoek garrison, which had been hardly 
pressed, was relieved by a force of Yeomanry under 
Colonel Southey and the remainder of the left wing 
C. M. R., under Major Grant, after a fight in which one 
C. M. R. was killed and four were wounded.* This 
force, taking the garrison on with it, then joined 
Brigadier-General Mansfield Clarke, commander-in- 
chief of the Colonial Forces, near Wepener. Including 


* KILLED. WOUNDED. 
Private Cook. Lieutenant Hatton. 
Private W Kloke. 
- C. Nightingale 
- Englebrecht. 
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Grant’s 190 C.M.R., General Clarke had over 1,500 
men under his command, with whom he crossed the 
border to relieve Carrington at Mafeteng. At Kala- 
bani on the way thither a large body of Basutos made 
a determined onslaught on the column. The brunt of 
the attack fell on Colonel Brabant’s Yeomanry, who 
were in advance and lost thirty killed and eight 
wounded, while the C. M. R. had two wounded,* and 
one other corps had a man killed. When the Basutos 
were finally driven off, the column entered Mafeteng. 
Here Colonel Carrington had been holding his own 
with some difficulty. On the 15th and 17th 
September skirmishes had taken place preliminary to 
an attack on the position by a large Basuto army on 
the 21st, which was only repelled after a stubborn 
fight.7 In one of the skirmishes Lieutenant Clarke, 
C. M. R., in attempting to save a wounded comrade, 
was overpowered and cut up with his companion, 
while altogether the C. M. R. had three men killed 
and one wounded ;{ moreover, for nearly a month 
the garrison was reduced to feeding on horseflesh and 
Kaffir corn, as the Basutos captured all the slaughter 
stock on the 21st September, and all other stores 
were exhausted. 

General Clarke wasted no time after the 


*Sergeant Fiveash and Private Maher. 


+On the 2lst September, at Mafeteng, Corporal Brownlow and 
Privates Wyer, Bevan and Curran had been wounded. Sergeant 
Swift was wounded prior to the 15th September. 


{ KILLED. WOUNDED. 
Lieutenant T. A. Clarke ' Sergeant-Major Lowther. . 
Private White. 

» McGee. 
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relief of Mafeteng, but on the 22nd October made 
an attack on Lerothodi’s village three miles to 
the eastwards. Leaving a containing force in 
Mafeteng he advanced with the C.M.R. under Colonel 
Carrington, a 7-pounder gun and two mortars under 
Lieutenant Cochrane, C. M. R., and some volunteer 
corps to the village. The attempt to capture it by a 
coup de main failed owing to the strong reinforcements 
of natives that swarmed in from all sides, but after a 
fight in which the C. M. R., led by Captain Shervinton, 
distinguished themselves by a gallant charge, the 
position was taken early in the afternoon at a cost of 
only eleven men wounded, two belonging to the 


C.M. R.* On the 31st October General Clarke 


planned to capture the rebels’ position on the 
Maquaisberg three miles further east than the village 
seized on the 22nd. With his main force of 1,200 he 
advanced along the ridge leading up to his goal, 
leaving Major Grant with 100 C. M. R. and 150 other 


troops to hold Lerothodi’s village which commanded 


his left rear. The main attack in which the other 
contingent of C.M.R. under Colonel Carrington 
took the lead, had met with considerable success, 
when the whole column had to be concentrated to 
meet a determined onslaught from the main body of 
Basutos on Major Grant’s containing force.. The 
rearguard was extricated with some difficulty, and 
owing to the overwhelming numbers against them 
the whole column withdrew to Mafeteng and aban- 
doned Lerothodi’s village to the Basutos. 

The other British posts were also hard pushed. 


* Lieutenant McMullen and Private Whalley. 
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From Maseru the Basutos were driven‘off on the 
1oth and 28th October, Major Bailie, C. M. R,, dis- 
tinguishing himself on the second occasion when 
heading a charge of C. M. R. and native levies ; while 
on the 8th November, the small garrison at Thlotse 
heights succeeded in driving off Joel Molappo; and 
was later reinforced with some Kimberley Horse 
from Maseru.* | 

Early in November General Clarke was called away 
to deal with the rising in the Transkei, and Colonel 
Carrington had temporary command of the operations 
in Basutoland, which dragged on in a somewhat 
inconclusive fashion. The troops available, being 
insufficient to deal with the well-armed and warlike 
Basutos, had to be supplemented by untrained 
burgher levies. The Basutos were generally in 
vastly superior numbers, were well led by Lerothodi, 
who proved himself a most capable general, and 
showed the utmost courage in affronting the cannon’s 
mouth ; consequently the utmost the colonial troops — 
could do was to hold their own. Most of the fighting 
was in the neighbourhood of Mafeteng. During 


*The casualties at Maseru and Lerothodi’s Village were as 


follows :— 
28th October, 1880, Maseru. 


KILLED. WOUNDED. 
Private Hurst. Corporal Eaton. 
Private Schnaple. 
» Douglas. 
3lst October, 1880, Lerothodi’s Village. 
Corporal Sherratt. Sergeant Sharkey. 


Corporal Hawkins. 
Private Bartlett. 
“3 Routh. 
re Paton. 
Cloete. 
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November and December there were several engage- 
ments in which the C. M. R. showed their usefulness. 
On the 14th January, a column of 1,000 under 
Carrington, attacked by four times their numbers of 
Basutos, was only saved from defeat at Tweefontein 
by the stand made by the Yeomanry, the D. E.O.V. R. 
and C.M.R. Early in 1881 the Government, finding 
that the Basutos had better arms than the colonials, 
issued Martini-Henrys to the C. M.R. in place of 
their old Sniders. 

In February Maseru was again attacked un- 
successfully. On the 15th of that month the 
Basutos were defeated with loss near Ramibidikwa’s 
village by Colonel Brabant, the C. M.R. scouts 
under Sergeant Brownlow contributing largely 
to the success. At the end of the month General 
Clarke resumed command, and on the 21st March 
Colonel Carrington, who had returned to the left 
wing C. M. R., was dangerously wounded in a 
reconnaissance. After one more engagement on 
11th April, hostilities came toa close on the 18th with 
the virtual submission of the Basutos, though it was 
found necessary to retain several detachments of the 
C. M. R. to preserve order in the country.* During the 
war the C.M.R. had suffered the loss of eight 
killed and twenty-nine wounded. 


*During the Basutoland operations from Nov. to April, two 
C.M.R. were killed and six wounded. 
KILLED. ‘WOvwNDED. 

Private Kiddy, 1 Dec., 1880. Corporal Woods, 5 Dec., 1880. 

Private Murphy, 13 Dec.,1880. Sergeant Wood, 13 Dec., 1880. 
Lieut. Cruttwell, 14 Jan., 1881. 
Colonel Carrington, 21 Mar., 1881. 
Sergeant Lindsay, 21 Mar., 1881. 
Private Fraser, 11 April, 1881. 
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Meanwhile a sympathetic rising had occurred 
during the previous year in the Transkei. In October, 
1880, Mr. Hope, the magistrate of Qumbu, north of 
Umtata, had been treacherously murdered by natives 
subject to the chief Umhlonho; there were other 
murders of Europeans; the Tambookies and 
Pondomisi took the field, and the border districts of 
Griqualand East were threatened with invasion 
from Basutoland. Captain Hook, magistrate of 
Herschel and lately of the C.M. R., took vigorous 
action to keep the border districts quiet, and two 
C. M. R. officers, Major Bourne and Captain Giles, 
with a few of the regiment and native levies, had 
some fighting with the Pondomisi near Umtata. At 
one time the prospect looked so black that General 
Clarke was called down from Basutoland to direct 
operations, but, owing to the prompt and vigorous 
action taken, the districts affected were soon reduced 
to tranquillity. 

Then succeeded a period of five years in which the 
C. M. R. were chiefly employed on police work. In 
1886 detachments were sent into Tembuland to over- 
awe the Amatchecis and also into Pondoland, where 
the inhabitants were inclined to be turbulent. In 1888 
some were sent to keep order at Walfisch Bay at the 
other end of the Colony, while others were again called 
upon to chastise the Pondos who had driven the Konj- 
wayo tribe across their border into British territory. 
In the following year the Pondos repeated their 
offence and were again obliged by the C. M. R. to 
take back the Konjwayos into Pondoland, while the 
old Galeka chief Kreli for the last time had to be 
brought to order. For some time afterwards the 
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Pondos remained insubordinate, and C. M. R. guards, 
one of whom* was murdered by natives in his hut in 
1893, were needed on the frontier. 

In this year the first Matabele war broke out. In 
response to a call from the British South Africa 
Company, Lieutenant Woon and thirty-five men of the 
C. M. R. went for service in the force under Major 
Grey. Many more volunteered, but this was the full 
number asked for by the Company. Early in Nov- 
ember the column, consisting of detachments from 
the Black Watch and the West Riding Regiment, the 
British Bechuanaland, British South Africa and Cape 
Police and C.M.R., concentrated at Mafeking. In the 
march up country the C.M.R. contingent provided a 
party of twelve men under Sergt.-Major Curtis as a 
special escort to Mr. Rhodes as far as Inyati, the 
furthest outpost, fifty-five miles north-east of Buluwayo. 
They had no fighting, but in the earlier stages, 
especially during the arduous marches into Matabele- 
land, proved the most serviceable of all the troops 
owing to their experience of similar campaigning in 
Cape Colony. While at Inyati they had hard work 
with the patrols and in forced marches made to 
. gain touch with the survivors of Forbes’s party from 
the Shangani. At the close of the campaign the 
contingent was given the option of remaining with 
the British Bechuanaland Police or of returning to 
the regiment, and having unanimously elected the 
latter alternative they arrived at King William’s 
Town on Ist April, 1894. For their conduct during 
the operations they received the thanks of the 
Governor, of Colonel Goold Adams and Major Grey, 


* Private J. W. Carty. 
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and of the British South Africa Company; and 
in April, as an earnest of gratitude, Mr. Rhodes, then 
Prime Minister of the Cape, presented the corps with 
a maxim gun on behalf of the Chartered Company. 
During the previous two months the remainder 
of the regiment had been quietly effecting the 
annexation of Pondoland to Cape Colony. One 
column under Colonel Grant, consisting of 341 
C. M. R. with a 7-pounder R. M. L. gun, two maxims, 
and a Nordenfeldt, occupied Western Pondoland, and 
after establishing two magistracies returned to 
Umtata on 31st March. The other column under 
Captain Dalgety, with 209 C. M. R., two 7-pounder 
R.M.L. guns, and one maxim, patrolled Eastern 
Pondoland, and also established two magistracies, 
finally returning to their starting point at Mount 
Ayliff. In each of the four magistracies so established 
a detachment of one officer and fifty men, C. M. R., 
was left by the columns. The absence of serious 
opposition to the annexation of Pondoland was in 
itself a tribute to the regiment’s excellent organization 
and readiness for action. Of the 799 men on the 
roll, 761 were either in Bechuanaland or on the 
Pondo border when their services were called for, and 
of the remaining thirty-eight all but four sick were on 
detached duty. The transport for this Pondo expedition 
was well organized, and although the distances travelled 
in Pondoland averaged 100 miles for the whole corps, 
the horses on returning to Umtata were fit for 
resuming work immediately. But although the 
actual annexation was thus carried out quietly by 
means of this display of force, some of the Pondo 
_ chiefs acquiesced with some reluctance in the new 
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system. For some months afterwards the C. M.R. 
had to keep detachments on the border and occasion- 
ally to patrol disturbed areas in Pondoland. 

In 1897 a rising occurred in British Bechuanaland, 
serious not so much on account of the numbers of 
the enemy engaged as for the difficult nature of the 
country which, besides its vast tracks of waterless 
desert, abounds in kloofs and kopjes which can 
easily be defended by a few men. The territory, 
which had for some time been directly under the 
Imperial Government, was taken over by Cape Colony 
in 1895. Its chief settlements, both of Europeans 
and natives, are on the eastern border, where water 
is more plentiful; Kuruman, in the centre of the 
district, being the most westerly village of any 
extent. Further west the Kuruman Mountains, the 
Langeberg and the Korannaberg, form almost 
impregnable strongholds for determined defenders, 
The three principal Bechuana tribes are the Batla- 
pins, Barolongs and Batlaros, who were allowed to 
keep very much to themselves in reserves set apart 
for them, and had no cause of dissatisfaction until 
December, 1896. At that time they began to show 


signs of uneasiness at the stringent regulations 


enforced by the Cape Government to prevent the 
spread of rinderpest. On 24th December, Galishwe, 
a minor Batlapin chieftain, headman of the Pokwani 
Reserve, some twenty miles south of Taungs, fired ona 
small party of Cape Police and connived at the 
murder of some European traders in the reserve. A 
strong display of force by the Cape Police soon 
quieted this disturbance, but Galishwe unfortunately 
escaped capture. However, nine days later, on 
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5th January, 1897, another outbreak occurred in the 
Madebing Reserve, in the north of the district 
belonging to the Batlaros. Under their headman, 


' Gert Mahura, they looted a trader’s store and 


murdered the proprietor, and then took up a position 
at Kaboga, near the Mashowing River, a tributary of 
the Molopo. The Cape Police and Vryburg Volun- 
teers, under Inspector Fuller, sent to punish them, 
defeated them with loss ; but again the leader escaped. 

The Cape Government judged it essential to 
capture the two leaders Galishwe and Gert Mahura and 
to strengthen the military force in Bechuanaland ; on 
the 8th January, therefore, they ordered up E 
squadron of the C.M.R. under Captain Woon 
to Bechuanaland. On the 12th January the 
C. M. R. arrived at Vryburg, and thence on the 24th 
reached Kuruman, the centre of the district. The 
resident magistrate here, Mr. Bam, had summoned 
to his office Toto, chief of the Batlaros, and Luka 
Jantje, chief of the Langeberg Batlapins. They 
both professed ignorance of the rebels’ move- 
ments. However, early in February, on information 
that Galishwe and his followers were at Staad, six 
miles south-east of Kuruman, on their way to the 
Langeberg, Lieutenant Curtis, C. M. R., was sent to 
intercept them with a small party. 

On arrival at Staad, it was ascertained that 
Galishwe had passed there twenty-four hours pre- 
viously. Although the patrol was ordered to return 
within the twenty-four hours, Lieutenant Curtis decided 
to follow Galishwe up. After four days trekking 
without rations, and with a great scarcity of water, 
the party succeeded in capturing three minor chiefs, 
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including Gasibtye, Galishwe’s brother, though 
Galishwe himself escaped to Gamasep in the 
Langeberg. Curtis sent the prisoners under escort 
to Kuruman, with the request to the authorities 
for permission to follow Galishwe into the Langeberg, 
and meantime he waited in the neighbourhood. In 
reply to his request he was ordered to return at 
once to Kuruman, as the authorities there had strict 
orders on no account to allow a force to enter the 
Langeberg. This was to be regretted, as there was 
no doubt that Galishwe would have been captured. 
On the 11th February Captain Woon with the 
whole squadron, and accompanied by the magistrate, 
left for Gamasep where he was informed by Toto, 
who had come over from his stad at Puduhusche, that 
Galishwe had established himself in Gamaluse Kloof in 
the Langeberg. Captain Woon thereupon detailed 
Lieutenant Curtis with thirty-nine C. M. R. to advance 
into the kloof for the purpose of capturing Galishwe, 
two native guides being provided by Toto and Luka 
Jantje. These, however, proved to be traitorous and 
led Curtis and his men into an ambush. They were 
fired upon by a force of about 600 natives, for 
Galishwe’s men had been reinforced by many of 
Luka’s men from the adjoining Gamasep Kloof. 
They were well armed with Martini-Henrys and well 
entrenched in schanzes on each side of the valley. 
After two hours fighting the natives retired into 
a very strong position at the extreme end of 
Gamaluse Kloof, and Lieutenant Curtis’s small force 
was ordered to retire to laager.* Captain Woon, 


* Lieut. Hopkins and Private Venn were killed in this engagement. 
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judging it entirely impracticable with the numbers 
at his command to overcome resistance in the 
difficult country of the Langeberg, returned to 
Kuruman. 

By this time the whole country west of Kuruman 
had risen, for the important chiefs, Luka Jantje and 
Toto, had cast in their lot with Galishwe and his 
refugees in the Langeberg ; the Korannaberg to the 
north of the Langeberg was occupied by hostile 
natives, and the valley of the Kuruman River running 
north-west from the village to Gamapedi was dis- 
turbed. It was clear that serious military operations 
were required to restore order. A force, therefore, 
of 1,000 all ranks, was hastily collected at Kimberley 
towards the end of February under the command 
of Lieut.-Colonel Dalgety of the C.M.R. In 
addition to Captain Woon’s squadron of the 
C.M. R., the regiment also contributed two 
maxims with an artillery detachment under Captain 
Lukin. Captain Lukin’s maxims had already been 
once to Kuruman and had then been recalled to 
Umtata, only to be sent back again as soon as they 
arrived. During the campaign Captain Lukin acted 
as Field Adjutant to Colonel Dalgety and, besides 
that, organized an excellent heliographic field 
service. Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel Hartley, V.C., also 
of the C.M,R., took over the duties of principal 
medical officer to the force. The rest of the column 
was composed of a few Cape Police, mounted and 
unmounted detachments of the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Own Volunteer Rifles, Cape Town Highlanders, 
Prince Alfred’s Volunteer Guard, besides volunteers 
from Cape Town, Vryburg and Geluk. In addition 
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to the C. M. R. maxims the artillery consisted of three 
12-pounder B.L. guns of the Prince Alfred’s Own 
Cape Artillery, and two 7-pounder M.L. guns of 
the Diamond Fields Artillery. 

By the 14th March Colonel Dalgety had collected 
his force at Kuruman. He first cleared out the 
rebels from the neighbourhood of Gamapedi and 
destroyed their stronghold with a patrol of Vryburg 
and Geluk Volunteers under Captain Fuller. By the 
28th of the month he had collected sufficient stores of 
rations and had organized his transport for an 
advance against the Langeberg, fifty-seven miles to the 
south-west, whither the rebels had then retreated. 

One of the great difficulties in this campaign 
was the scarcity of water. At Ryan’s Store, Bishops- 
wood, forty miles from Kuruman, there was a good 
supply, but that was over sixteen miles from the 
mountains harbouring the rebels and was the nearest to 
them. The Langeberg itself is a range running thirty 
miles from south-east to north-west, and about eight 
miles across. From the east three or four deep and 
narrow kloofs run into the mountain for about two or 
three miles. These kloofs, which contain the only water 
to be found in the range, are completely commanded 
on each side by hills varying in height from 800 to 
1,200 feet, and could only be reached by moving up 
the spurs of the range which were very strongly 
schanzed. Of these valleys the furthest south is 
Oliphant’s Kloof; next comes Puduhusche Kloof, at 
the entrance of which was Toto’s village; beyond 
these again come Gamasep Kloof, Luka Jantje’s 
headquarters, Gamaluse and Derapedi Kloofs. 

Colonel Dalgety determined to make his first 
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attempt on Gamasep Kloof, since it was the nearest 
rebel position to his headquarters at Ryan’s Store 
and had the strongest water in the Langeberg, while 
Galishwe was reported to be either there or in the 
adjoining Gamaluse Kloof. Hedivided his small force 
into four sub-divisions: a north-west column under 
Commandant Wessels, with the Vryburg Volunteers, 
was to go round the Langeberg and cut off the rebels’ 
retreat ; a northern column, composed of seventy-two 
C. M. R. and sixty-nine Ist City Volunteers, under 
Captain Woon, C.M.R., to ascend the mountain 
north of Derapedi Kloof and close in on Gamasep 
in combination with a southern column of 170 men 
under Captain Johnson, which was to seize the hills 
south of the same place, while the main column 
with the remainder of the troops engaged and the 
artillery under Colonel Dalgety’s own command was 
to advance directly on Gamasep. The columns 
started in the night of 5th April, and at dawn on 
the 6th were all in position for their work. Captain 
Johnson’s column was successful in gaining the 
southern heights, but Captain Woon found the 
opposition too strong to the north for a successful 
advance and retired on the main column. Dalgety 
had carried the village of Gamasep, but was unable 
to advance further up the kloof, where the natives 
were strongly posted. The north-western column 
inflicted some loss on the natives holding the 
northern approach to the mountains; but, owing to 
the failure of the principal attack, could not carry 
out its main purpose of cutting off the retreat of 
the rebels from the Langeberg range. Among the 
wounded during the operations, which continued 
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until the 7th, when Captain Johnson’s force rejoined 
the main body, were Sergeant Court, C. M.R., of the 
maxim detachment, and Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel 
Hartley, V.C., of the same corps. Before retiring 
to headquarters at Ryan’s on the 8th April, Colonel 
Dalgety posted the infantry with a 12-pounder, a 
7-pounder, and a maxim at Gamasep Kopje, a 
detached position 1,200 yards east of Gamaluse Kloof. 
From this hill a watch could be kept on the movements 
of the rebels on the Langeberg. Two attacks made on 
iton 10th April and 3rd June were successfully resisted. 

The interval between the 8th April and the 
1ith May was employed by Colonel Dalgety in 
attacking various native villages, such as Lokeng and 
Deben on the outskirts of the mountains, and Toto’s 
stad Puduhusche, and in reconnoitring the Koranna- 
berg, the range north-west of Langeberg, and the 
various kloofs of the Langeberg itself with the object 
of finding sufficient water to maintain a position 
there. On the 14th April Puduhusche was destroyed, 
but a further advance to the schanzes held by the 
Batlaros in the kloof behind it was impracticable. 
On oth May, however, an attack with 730 men was 
successful in clearing the natives out of the valley ; 
but it was thought impossible to remain in possession 
of the ground won, partly on account of the scarcity 
of water and its foul condition. In this engagement 
three men of the C. M. R. were killed,* and Sergeant 
Court was again wounded, besides two others of the 
corps.t| The maxim detachment distinguished itself 


*Private W. K. Bayly. + Corporal O'Connor. 
a L. Price. Private P. Goldwin. 


ws L. G. Milne. 
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and Colonel Hartley, V.C., showed his wonted 
devotion in attending to the wounded under fire. 

By the 11th May Colonel Dalgety had come to 
the conclusion that with the resources at his disposal 
it would be almost impossible to overcome the 
natives’ resistance except possibly by the slow 
process of blockade. He had not enough infantry for 
the hill warfare, and the volunteer levies who formed 
a considerable proportion of his force, were not 
entirely satisfactory. Some of them from the outset 
had declared themselves too old and too fat for the 
work required of them, while most of them flatly re- 
fused to serve indefinitely in the field at the expense 
of their own farms and business interests. Moreover, 
his force was at best hardly adequate for a coup de main 
on the mountain strongholds of the rebels, since a 
considerable portion of it had to be permanently 
employed in holding posts on the lines of communi- 
cation, Kuruman, Khatu, Ryan’s, and Gamasep Kopje, 
and in watching the Korannaberg, where many of the 
natives were occupying positions. The water supply 
continued to be a grave obstacle to active operations. 
In many parts it was so scarce that the only method 
of providing enough for the force in the field was by 
relays of water carts from Ryan’s, sixteen miles 
distant from the Langeberg. He therefore repre- 
sented to the Government that reinforcements and 
additional pumping apparatus and water carts were 
urgently needed to complete his task. There was 
some delay on the part of the Government in 
complying with his demands and in the arrival of 
reinforcements, which included two more maxims 
of the C. M.R. Artillery and fresh plant, so that the 
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final move could not be made until the 28th July. 
By that time the total Bechuanaland Field Force 
amounted to 2,326 men, 1,700 of whom Colonel 
Dalgety employed for the attack on Gamasep, the 
rest guarding fixed points on lines of communica- 
tion. | 

The plan of attack on the Langeberg for 30th July 
was much the same as that of 6th April, the subsidiary 
columns moving on to the spurs north and south of 
Gamaluse Kloof, while the main body, to which were 
attached the C. M. R. squadron and maxims under 
Colonel Dalgety, made a direct attack on that point. 
This time the attack was entirely successful, and on 
30th July and the succeeding days the rebels were 
driven from the schanzes, the mountain scoured from 
end to end, Luka Jantje himself was killed, and Toto 
with his Batlaros from Puduhusche surrendered ina 
body. Galishwe unfortunately, though wounded, 
escaped, but so complete was the victory over the 
rebels that by 7th August Colonel Dalgety was 
instructed to break up his force and give up command 
of the district to the Cape Police. In his report on 
these protracted operations the commander speaks 


with the highest praise of the work done by the 


C. M. R. and picks out for special commendation 
Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel Hartley, V.C., and Captain 
Lukin. In spite of the hard fighting which they 
experienced during the six months of the campaign, 
the corps only lost five members in action, while 
four more were wounded. 

This Bechuanaland expedition brought to an end 
the serious fighting of the C. M. R. before the Boer 
war. In 1897 the corps sent a detachment of sixteen 
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N.C.O.’s and men under Lieutenant Phillips to 
represent them at Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. 
In 1898 a Griqua named Le Fleur attacked Mr. John 
Kyd’s farm near Kokstad and attempted to stimulate 
a general rising. But the vigilance and prompt 
action of the local C.M.R. patrol saved the 
country from what might have proved a serious 
affair. Le Fleur himself was captured and sent to 
penal servitude. | 


CHAPTER I[V* 


SOUTH AFRICAN WAR: 
EARLY OPERATIONS OF THE COLONIAL 
DIVISION 


HE South African war opened on_ the 
11th October, 1899. The position of troops 
in the Colony at that time was as follows :— 


4-battalion Berkshire Regiment, at Stormberg ; 

3-battalion Berkshire Regiment and a_ few 
mounted infantry of the Yorkshire Light 
Infantry at Naauwpoort ; 

Yorkshire Light Infantry and Rimington’s 
Scouts at De Aar ; 

Northumberland Fusiliers, 4-battalion Loyal 
North Lancashire, a few Mounted Infantry, 
some Cape Field Artillery and some Royal 
Engineers at Orange River Bridge; the 9th 
Lancers and Munster Fusiliers reinforcing 
them a few days later; 

besides the small garrisons at Kimberley and 
Mafeking. 


*A detailed account of the war would obviously be outside 
the scope of this history, and it will be necessary in describing 
the actions of the C.M.R. to assume in the reader a general 
knowledge of its course, since only those events will be described 
in which the C.M.R. took part. 
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The local forces were not called out until the 
16th October, and then only for service at seaports 
and along lines of communication. Consequently 
the Cape Police and the volunteers in Kimberley 
and Mafeking were the only colonials who took 
any active part in operations during the first month 
of the war. There were volunteer corps in the 
larger towns and small mounted rifle associations 
in the Eastern Province—in all numbering over 
5,000. Instead, however, of being sent up to the 
front when called out on the 16th, they were merely 
utilized for the defence of their own towns, some 
being moved up later on to hold points on lines of 
communication. The permanent forces of the 
Colony, consisting .of the C.M.R., then goo strong, 
were quartered in the Transkeian Territories and in 
the Queenstown Cofimvaba and Lady Frere districts, 

The defence of the eastern districts of the Colony 
and of the Transkei was a matter of grave impor- 
tance. While the former have a _ considerable 
European population, the Transkei is almost entirely 
occupied by Kaffirs, and includes some very fertile 
regions which would have provided the Boers with 
plentiful supplies. Therefore it was essential to 
protect it from Boer raids and also to prevent any 
collision between them and the natives. In the 
districts just south of the Orange were many Dutch 
colonists, some of whom were likely to join the Boers. 
Moreover, it was important to hold the De Aar- 
Naauwpoort-Stormberg cross line of railway, which 
connected the two main railway systems of the 
Colony, especially as De Aar was used as a supply 
depédt. 

E 
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It will thus be obvious that for the defence of 
the Colony, especially on the northern borders of 
the eastern districts, the good training and ready 
organization of the C.M.R. were of the utmost 
value ; and it was fortunate that all the companies* 
were already in these districts when the crisis came. 
As to their readiness for war, Colonel Pollock, the 
well-known soldier and military critic, who saw a 
troop of them detraining during the first few weeks 
of the war, gives emphatic testimony : 


“J never saw,” he says, “a more workman- 
like body of men; smart, active fellows in the 
prime of life,and evidently in a most satisfactory 
military condition. The discipline seemed to 
be excellent and the men the quickest and the 
most willing workers that it is possible to 
imagine. The Cape Mounted Rifleman is a 
first-rate fighting man and a downright good 
soldier at heart.” 

General Gatacre, who arrived at Queenstown on 
16th November, had the task of preventing the 
Boers, by that time already in possession of 
Naauwpoort and Stormberg, from advancing further 
into the Colony, and of ultimately driving them 
back across the Orange. His small force consisted 
of two regular battalions and 300 Mounted Infantry, 
besides about 1,000 men from local corps. At first 
only two companies of the C.M.R., C (Captain 
C. L. J. Goldsworthy) and D (Captain E. A. Taplin), 


*It will be remembered that the units of the C.M.R. were | 
designated ‘‘Companies’’ from Ist April, 1899, to 3lst January, 
1903, The term ‘‘Squadron’’ came into use again on Ist Feb., 
1903. (See Chapter II, p. 26 nore.) 
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and Captain Lukin with six 7-pounder MLL. 
screw guns and some maxims of the C.M.R. 
Artillery, all under Major Sprenger’s command, 
could be spared for Gatacre’s main force. The rest 
were distributed between two forces organized by 
Sir Henry Elliot, administrator of the Native 
Territories, to resist invasion and keep the natives 
quiet. Headquarters company (Lieutenant O. H. 
Edmondson), H (Captain R. B. Stewart), and E 
(Captain R. C. Grant), 225 strong, all under Colonel 
Dalgety, were posted at Garryowen near Cala, where 
they formed the backbone of the Tembuland Field 
Force, composed chiefly of native levies under Sir 
Henry Elliot’s immediate orders. The second, or 
East Griqualand Field Force, was under Sir Henry’s 
subordinate, Mr. Walter Stanford, and contained, 
besides 2,000 natives, A (Lieutenant H. F. R. Taplin), 
F (Major Blaine), G (Captain A. Vizard) and I 
(Lieutenant H. J. Carstensen) companies of the 
C. M.R., with headquarters at Mount Fletcher. Of 
these companies, F, G and I took no active part 
in the first part of the campaign, during the Boer 
occupation of part of Cape Colony, although their 
presence at Mount Fletcher was most useful in 
preventing disturbance in the district. 

Major Sprenger’s detachment of the C.M.R., 
235 strong (C and D companies and the artillery 
troop), the only one at first attached to Gatacre’s 
Third Division, were employed during most 
of November and December in patrol duty 
at Penhoek, in advance of the headquarters at — 
Queenstown. On 8th December a message was 
sent for them to join in the general advance to 

E 2 
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Stormberg, but owing to an oversight of the telegraph | 
clerk it was never delivered, so that they had no ~ 
part in the Stormberg disaster of the roth. On the 
same occasion Gatacre had asked Sir H. Elliot to 
detach Dalgety’s detachment (H, E and Head- 
quarters companies) to co-operate in the movement by 
advancing to Dordrecht on the right flank. Dalgety 
marched towards Dordrecht, but on news of the 
reverse fell back again on Garryowen. Twelve days 
later a combined attack was ordered on Dordrecht, 
then occupied by the Boers, by Colonel Dalgety’s 
detachment and a force under Captain de Mont- 
morency, V.C., including a patrol of Major Sprenger’s 
detachment, which by that time had moved to 
Molteno. The two forces missed one another; but 
both had skirmishes with the Boers, and Colonel 
Dalgety captured Dordrecht on Christmas Eve. 
Shortly afterwards the remainder of Colonel Dalgety’s 
detachment, which had been left under Captain 
Phillips to guard the camp at Garryowen, rejoined 
' the main body, which on Ist January was ordered 
to fall back on Bird’s River Siding, midway between 
Sterkstroom and Dordrecht, within supporting 
distance of Penhoek. Thenceforward Dalgety was 
definitely transferred from the Tembuland Field 
Force to Gatacre’s Division, since Sir H. Elliot, by 
his dispositions in the Native Territories, was able 
without his assistance to secure Gatacre’s right flank 
from a turning movement. 

Meanwhile, on 28th December, a patrol of Major 
Sprenger’s detachment, 100 strong, under Captain 
C. L. J. Goldsworthy, accompanied by four C. M. R. 
7-pounder guns, joined Captain de Montmorency at 
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Dordrecht. The force here then consisted of 315 
all ranks, drawn from the C.M.R., Cape Police, 
Frontier Mounted Rifles, and Brabant’s Horse. On 
the 30th Captain de Montmorency took out a patrol 
of 100 men, divided into two parties, to reconnoitre 
Labuschagne’s Nek, seven miles north of Dordrecht. 
Captain de Montmorency’s own party returned to 
camp after a slight brush with the enemy; but 
nothing was heard of the other party under Lieut. 
Warren of the Cape Police until, at 11.30 p.m, 
Corporal E. Gilbert and Private H. Lawrence came 
in to Captain Goldsworthy’s camp and reported 
that the party to which they belonged, consisting 
of six officers and thirty-eight men, had been cut 
off by the enemy and had taken shelter in a donga, 
from which they themselves had crept out to ask 
for assistance. Captain Goldsworthy immediately 
telegraphed the news to General Gatacre at Sterk- 
stroom, but receiving no definite orders, at 2.30 a.m. 
on the 31st, on his own responsibility, started out 
with a relief force of 165 men (110 of them being 
C.M.R.) and two C.M.R. guns. Among the 
C.M. R. of this force were Lieutenants Fox and 
Clowes of Dalgety’s detachment, who happened to 
be on patrol duty at Dordrecht at the time. About 
daylight the relieving force came within 1,000 yards 
of the donga, towards which Captain Goldsworthy 
advanced from three sides under gun and rifle fire 
from the Boers, who were said to number four or 
five hundred. However, he succeeded in coming up 
with Lieutenant Warren’s party, and then retired 
with it in good order to camp. Lieutenant Warren 
himself was mortally wounded and all his horses 
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had been shot, and of the relieving party one man 
was wounded, while four C.M.R. and four Cape 
Police, who had missed their companions and not 
heard the order to retreat, were taken prisoners by 
the Boers, in spite of a gallant attempt at rescue 
by Captain Goldsworthy and Captain Halse, C.M.P., 
who returned with parties to the donga to search 
for them. For this smart piece of work and for his 
presence of mind in organizing the relief, Captain 
Goldsworthy received special commendation from 
General Gatacre. 

During January and the early part ot February, 
1900, Colonel Dalgety’s force at Bird’s River, which 
at the end of January consisted of his original three 
companies of C.M.R., two 2°5 inch guns of the same 
regiment, the Xalanga Mounted Rifles, some Cape 
Police, and two companies of Royal Scots, was 
daily employed in providing reconnoitring parties 
of about twelve men to keep in touch with the 
Boers who had been allowed by Gatacre to re-occupy 
Dordrecht. On 7th January one of these patrols 
under Lieutenant D. A. Hare-Bowers was nearly 
trapped by the enemy, and only succeeded in 
escaping after the capture of four men whose horses 
had been shot. On 7th February the Boers attacked 
Dalgety’s camp, opening fire at 6,600 yards distance, 
with a gun to which the C. M.R. guns could not reply 
effectively. After shelling the camp for a few hours and 
killing one man and wounding another of the C. M.R., 
the Boers advanced along the bed of the Bird River, 
but were kept in check by maxims and rifles and 
by a sally of the Royal Scots, until General Gatacre, 
with reinforcements from Sterkstroom, drove them 
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away.* On the same day a demonstration was 
made against Major Sprenger’s camp at Penhoek.t 

On the 18th January Lord Roberts had ordered the 
concentration at Penhoek of all the colonial troops in 
the Eastern Province to form them into a Colonial 
Division under the command of Brigadier General 
Brabant. Shortly after the general attack of the 
Boers on the 7th February the division had been 
formed. As finally constituted it was over 3,000 
strong and was composed of the following regiments : 


450 C.M.R. Sl alata C, D, E, 

H companies) des .. Colonel Dalgety. 
500 lst Brabant’s Horse aes ... Major Henderson. 
550 2nd Brabant’s Horse has .. Colonel Grenfell. 
550 Kaffrarian Rifles... ioe - Major Cuming. 
240 Queenstown Rifle Volunteers .... Major J. W. Bell. 


60 Driscoll’s Scouts ... wae .. Capt. Driscoll. 
485 Border Horse “ide s .. Major Crewe. 
Xalanga Mounted Rifles 
C.M. R. Artillery . wie .. Captain Lukin :— 


Two 15- souls B.L. 

Two 7-pounder R.M.L. 2°5 in. 

Two 12-pounder (8 cwt.) B.L. Naval guns. 

Five Maxims ‘303. 

One 13-pounder Hotchkiss B.L. under Sergeant 
G. P. Roberts, C. M. R., was manned by 
men of 2nd Brabant’s Horse. 

(Iwo 15-pounders of the Cape Artillery under 
Lieutenant R. Janisch joined the division 
after the siege of Wepener.) 

Ambulance section Colonial Division 
Lieut.-Colonel E. B. Hartley, V.C. 


Detachment Royal Engineers under 
Major C. E. Maxwell, R.E. 


* Sergt.-Major Craigie and Private A. F.S. Morgan, C. M.R., 
and two Royal Scots were wounded in this engagement, and 
Private Andrewes, C.M.R., killed. e 


} Private Rankin, C.M.R., was taken prisoner. 


66 JAKHAL’S KOP, FEB., 1900 


In addition the following Imperial troops were 
attached to the division for the first few weeks of its 
existence : 

Two companies list Battalion Royal Scots. 
One section 79th Battery, R.F.A. 

Of the purely colonial part of the division it will 
be noticed that the C. M. R. were the only regular 
troops, the rest being all volunteer corps, and of the 
C. M. R. companies F, G and I, originally part of the 
East Griqualand Field Force, never formed part of 
the division. A company (Lieutenant H. F. B. 
Taplin) from this force joined their comrades under 
Colonel Dalgety in the middle of March. Captain 
R. C. Grant, C. M. R., was appointed Field Adjutant 
of the division early in March. Although nominally 
under Gatacre, Brabant had practically an independent 
command. 

General Brabant’s first action, before he had 
fully completed the Colonial Division, was a recon- 
naissance in force on the Boers in the neighbourhood 
of Dordrecht. On 15th February, with about 1,200 
men, including Major Sprenger’s detachment and 
the artillery of the C.M.R.,, he left headquarters at 
Penhoek and that night encamped about eight miles 
west of Dordrecht. Next morning the Boers were 
discovered in force (600 strong with two guns) on 
the Jakhal’s Kop line of hills between Brabant 
and Dordrecht. As soon as a footing had been 
obtained on this ridge by Colonel Grenfell and the 
2nd Brabant’s Horse, a maxim and two 15-pounders 
were promptly brought up there by the C.M.R. 
The Boers were found to be still occupying the 
hills further north and, in spite of artillery fire, held 
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back the colonials during the rest of the day ; during 
the night they retreated. However, when Brabant 
next day entered Dordrecht he was attacked by 
Boers on the ridges above the town. A 9-pounder 
Krupp and Boer riflemen on a hill immediately 
above the centre of the town forced the four 2°5 
guns to retire from an exposed position from which 
they were firing on the Boers, but later the 
1§-pounders silenced the Boer gun and disabled its 
carriage. In the evening the Boers finally aban- 
‘doned their positions round Dordrecht, and retired 
north to Labuschagne’s Nek.* During the day 
Dalgety with the Bird’s River detachment had joined 
Brabant in camp at Jakhal’s Kop. 

For the rest of the month General Brabant re- 
mained at Dordrecht completing the organization of 
the Colonial Division. The numbers were brought 
up to their full complement of 3,000, and the trans- 
port and supply services were gradually made more 
efficient. At the beginning of March, 1900, every- 
thing was ready for the attempt to dislodge the Boers 
from their threatening position at Labuschagne’s Nek, 
where they were about 1,000 strong. On the 2nd 
Major Sprenger, C.M.R., took out a strong recon- 
noitring party and found it held in force. The Boers’ 
main laager was on the further or north side of the 
pass ; they also occupied the ridges both east and 
west of their main position, the greater number being 
to the east. On this information a surprise was 
prepared. At 11 p.m.on the following night Major 
Cedric Maxwell started from Dordrecht with a column 


*C.M.R. casualties were :—Private G. Foulkes, killed, Private 
H. Ainsworth, wounded. 
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1,000 strong, comprising men from the C.M.R., 
Brabant’s Horse and the Kaffrarian Rifles, with two 
15-pounder B.L., four 7-pounder R.M.L., and two 
maxims, all of the C. M.R. Artillery. Making a detour 
of about ten miles the column arrived at daybreak 
at the foot of the ridge commanding the Boer position 
from the east. Without waiting for the whole column, 
which had straggled somewhat during the night, 
Major Maxwell at once sent off 100 C.M.R. under 
Captain E, A. Taplin and 100 2nd Brabant’s Horse 
under Captain Cholmondley to seize an eminence on 
this ridge. The Boer pickets, as was expected, had 
retired for the night to the main laager, and on 
returning at sunrise, found the hill occupied by this 
advance party. But Major Maxwell was not equally 
successful in securing other points of vantage on the 
ridge, which were lined by the Boers before he was 
ready to attack. The fight for this ridge continued 
throughout the day without weakening the Bdétrs’ 
hold on it, although their two guns in the nek were 
well matched by those brought on to the ridges by the 
C.M.R. with great labour, and although, in accord- 
ance with orders from Major Maxwell, a gallant 
attempt was made by a few C.M.R. to seize the 
actual crest. At the same time Brabant, who had 
come up with the main body from Dordrecht, 
attacked the nek itself and sent the Royal Scots 
Infantry to divert attention by an assault on a kopje 
to the west. But in the afternoon Brabant retired, 
and Major Maxwell’s force was in its turn vigorously 
attacked by the Boers. He held on, however, with 
great determination, and during the night, when 
the Boers, as usual, returned to laager, he took the 
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opportunity of strengthening his position and seizing 
a good point of vantage for one of his guns. Then by 
dint of hard fighting next morning (5th March) by 
noon he had turned the Boers out of the nek and 
sent them flying to Roodehoogte, capturing many 
rifles and sixteen of their wagons. Unfortunately 
the troops, after fighting almost continuously for 
thirty-six hours, were too tired to pursue. The total 
British casualties were fourteen killed and twenty- 
eight wounded, and of these the C. M.R. had seven. 
killed and seven wounded,* which shows that, as 
usual, they were in the thick of the fighting. The 
Boers had about forty casualties, and on this day 
another of their detachments finally abandoned 
Stormberg. : . 

After a day’s rest at Dordrecht the advance north 
of the Colonial Division was continued on the 
7th March. On the oth Jamestown was occupied, 
and on the 11th Ist Brabant’s Horse under Major 
Henderson and two 2°5 in. guns were sent forward to 
seize Aliwal North, the frontier town, and the Frere 
Bridge over the Orange River, fifteen miles from the 
bivouac of the previous night. Major Henderson 
finding the Boers on the Free State side of the 
Orange, dashed across the bridge, captured two 
wagons in charge of armed Boers, and came into 


*C.M.R. KILtep. WOUNDED. 


Sergeant J. M. Reynolds. Sergeant W. H. Turnley. 
Corporal F. Haines. is C. Perry. 
Private G. R. Hewitt. Corporal A. E. Lorch. 
»» GG. Morris. a T. H. A. England. 
» J. W. Chyrstal. Private E. W. Hodge. 
>» —E. G. M. Span. »  W. H. Peasley. 


»» EF. Cass. » Jj. E. Hyde. 
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action on a ridge 600 yards north of the river. The 
Boers, at first surprised in their laager, soon rallied 
on finding the weakness of their adversaries and 
‘pressed them hard. Reinforcements from the main 
body were at once asked for by heliograph; the 
C. M.R. seven miles in the rear had just off-saddled 
for breakfast when they received the message, but 
immediately remounted and hurried up with two 
more screw guns and a couple of 15-pounders. This 
accession of strength to the colonials forced the two 
g-pounder Krupp guns of the Boers to change 
position, but before any solid advantage could be 
gained, General Brabant sent orders for retreat, since 
the Colonial Division was not to leave Cape Colony 
for the present. Brabant’s Horse first fell back from 
the most advanced position through the lines of the 
C.M.R., who then retired gradually by alternate files 
on foot as the Boers came pressing up to the positions 
vacated by Brabant’s Horse and themselves. One 
party of Boers attempted to cut off their retreat by an 
attack on their right rear from the river bank, but 
were checked by some Kaffrarian Rifles on the 
opposite bank. The steadiness with which this re- 
tirement was carried out was due mainly to the 
admirable manner in which it was supervised by 
Lieut.-Colonel Dalgety, who had charge of the 
operation. Before the C.M.R. had all crossed the 
bridge another order arrived countermanding the 
retreat. The regiment was thereupon again formed 
up on the right or north bank and strengthened by 
some of 2nd Brabant’s Horse, while the guns and 
detachments of the other colonial troops held the 
left bank in their rear. During the next few days 
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desultory sniping went on near the bridge, but the 
Boers made no attempt to recapture it. The 
casualties on this day were six killed and twenty- 
two wounded; again the C.M.R. losses were com- 
paratively heavy, being one killed and ten wounded.* 

The smart advance to Frere Bridge had pre- 
vented the Boers from destroying it as General 
Olivier had no doubt intended to do. Moreover, 
during twenty-three days’ advance the Colonial 
Division had driven out all the Boers from North. 
Eastern Cape Colony and cleared General Gatacre’s 
right flank. 


*C.M.R. KILvep. WOUNDED. 
Private J. McCurtin. Captain E. H. Taplin. 
Sergeant F. W. Robinson. 
Corporal H. W. Miles. 
Private W. Weston. 
» FF, Johns. 
- H. Richardson. 
se W. M. Black. 
ae W. G. Dunning. 
» <A. J. Christmas, 
Native trooper Bless. 


CHAPTER V 


SOUTH AFRICAN WAR: 
THE SIEGE OF WEPENER 


into Bloemfontein on 13th March, the 
Colonial Division remained south of the 
Orange River, and while at Aliwal North were 
inspected by the Governor, Sir Alfred Milner. The 
Boers were not only in full retreat from the districts 
they had occupied in Cape Colony, but even from 
their own territory south of the Free State capital. 
A few troops were sent out from the main army 
by Lord Roberts to garrison villages on each side 
of the railway line,and Thaba’Nchu was occupied 
for a short time by cavalry and mounted infantry. 
It was, however, soon discovered by reconnaissances 
from Thaba’Nchu that a large part of the Free 
State forces were still in the neighbourhood hugging 
the Basutoland border. Gatacre was therefore 
ordered to establish garrisons in some of the villages 
between the Cape Colony border and Thaba’Nchu. 
Brabant, who was under Gatacre’s orders, had the 
duty of sending detachments from the Colonial Divi- 
sion to Rouxville, Zastron and Wepener. 
Towards the end of March Captain Goddard 
with an escort of 160 Ist Brabant’s Horse entered 


bi a fortnight after Lord Roberts’ entry 
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- Wepener, which lies on the Basutoland border 
about eighty miles north of Aliwal North. On 
the way he had found the Boers so threatening that 
he sent back to General Brabant for reinforcements, 
and found himself amply justified in taking this 
precaution by the cool reception given to him at 
Wepener. The Boers in the village were well 
aware that their main force was not very far distant 
to the north, and that they might soon be able 
to turn the tables on the invaders. In answer to 
Captain Goddard’s request the Kaffrarian Rifles 
were ordered up from Zastron by Brabant and 
arrived at Wepener a few days later. About the 
same time a patrol of eighty Royal Scots Mounted 
Infantry arrived there from Smithfield. On 29th 
March 500 more of the Colonial Division under Major 
Henderson, commanding rst Brabant’s Horse, and 
accompanied by two C. M.R. 15-pounder guns under 
Lieutenant Humphery, C.M.R., came from Aliwal 
in answer to Captain Goddard’s request. On 
the 30th March Major Cedric Maxwell, R.E., 
attached to the Colonial Division, arrived with a 
small party of Royal Engineers and took over 
command. 

Wepener, a small village on the Basuto border, 
lies south of the Jammersberg and about three miles 
south-east of the Jammersberg Drift bridge over 
the Caledon River. It was an important position — 
to hold because of its proximity to Basutoland, 
the natives of which might have misinterpreted our 
abandoning it owing to pressure from the Boers 
after it had once been occupied ; secondly, it was 
the last position in which an effective stand could 
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be made against any serious attempt of the 
commandos to return into Cape Colony by way of 
Aliwal North. Major Maxwell soon found that 
Wepener itself, which lies three miles from the 
bridge over the Caledon, was unsuitable for defence, 
and at first thought of occupying a _ position 
immediately to the north. But later he found a 
better camp on the further side of the river, which 
could be held more easily and the occupation of 
which would serve the same purposes as that of 
Wepener itself. North and west of a bend in the 
Caledon River lies an oval-shaped basin surrounded 
by hills having a perimeter of about seven miles, 
while the diameter of the plain enclosed therein is 
about three miles. The weak points of this position 
were that on the west there is a considerable gap 
in the hills affording comparatively easy approach, 
on the south the river is fordable and its banks 
afford cover to snipers, while on the east the 
Jammersberg dominates the position within gun 
range ; moreover, the area was a large one to defend 
for under 2,000 troops. On the other hand it 
had a sufficient water supply, the interior lines of 
communication were in favour of the defenders and 
even the large area was not without its advantages 
owing to ease of communication. As soon as he 
had selected this ground he proceeded to entrench 
himself. ; 

In the meantime further reinforcements from 
the Colonial Division had been hurrying up from 
Aliwal by forced marches, They consisted of the 
C.M. R. 2nd regiment Brabant’s Horse and 
Driscoll’s Scouts, with the remainder of the C. M. R. 
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Artillery under Captain Lukin, the whole being 
under the command of Colonel Dalgety, C. M. R. 
They arrived at Wepener on the evening of the 
4th April. 

On this day Commandant Banks, in command 
of an advance party of the Boers, interviewed Major 
Maxwell near the Jammersberg Bridge position, and 
made a demand for surrender, which Major Maxwell 
refused ; but, as the incident showed that no time 
was to be lost in occupying the position with the 
whole of the British force, Major Maxwell sent an 
urgent message to Colonel Dalgety to join him 
as speedily as possible. In consequence, Dalgety 
moved with his troops from Wepener next morning 
(the 5th April) to the Jammersberg Bridge position 
and assumed command of the entire force. He at 
once made an examination of the position, accom- 
panied by Major Maxwell and Captain Lukin, and 
practically adopted Major Maxwell's scheme of 
defence in its entirety. 

Positions for gun pits and trenches were then 
selected, ranges taken, and the corps were moved 
into their various positions and ordered to entrench 
themselves. A house belonging to a Mr. Robertson 
was fitted up by Major Faskally, P.M.O., Colonial - 
Division, as a hospital, and a signaller was sent on 
the 8th to Mafeteng in order to ensure heliographic 
communication with.the outside world in case of a 
siege. From the 5th to the 8th the garrison was 
busily employed in putting the defences into as good 
a state as possible, and in commandeering supplies 
for man and beast from Wepener and the surround- 
ing farms. 

F 
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The complete roll of the garrison was as follows: 
- Orrtcers. OrHER Horses. 


Royal Engineers see ei sis 1 10 1 
Royal Scots Mounted Infan ee 3 78 81 
C.M.R.... as ae ais .. 18 409 420. 


ist Brabant's Horse ... at we «=» 5 320 540 
2nd Brabant’s Horse ... wee ow. 29 430 450 
Kaffrarian Rifles ee ay, we «=6s:.8 3570 400 
Driscoll’s Scouts eae ase 3 53 56 
C. M. R. Artillery ... ea Sete 3 90 50 
Ambulance section Colonial Division 6 27 6 


lli 1,787 1,804 


Artillery— 
Two 15-pounder B.L. 


Two Naval 12-pounder 8 cwt. guns (taken over from 
R.G.A. by C.M.R. on 22nd March). 


Two 7-pounder R.M.L. on field carriages. 


One Hotchkiss 14-pounder Q.F. gun of French 
manufacture, presented to Brabant’s Horse by 
Mr. A. Beit. 


Six °303 maxims. 


The whole circle of defences was carefully 
allotted to the force available: the two regiments 
of Brabant’s Horse held the northern ramparts and 
defended the road from Ladybrand; the western 
exit, through which the Bloemfontein road passed, 
was held by the Kaffrarian Rifles on the north and 
by the C. M. R., who extended round to the southern 
or river front. The rest of the southern face was 
held by Driscoll’s Scouts and the Royal Scots 
Mounted Infantry, while the hills at the south-east 
commanding the hospital and the bridge were 
assigned to detachments of 2nd Brabant’s Horse 
and the Kaffrarian Rifles, and a small party of 
C.M.R. supported by two guns and two maxims; 
the rest of the guns were distributed along the 
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northern hills, but were moved about as occasion 
arose during the siege. Great vigilance was maintained 
by the garrison during the four days of waiting, 
patrols being sent out at night in all directions and 
remaining out till dawn, when they were relieved by 
other patrols. The trenches were manned every 
morning before daybreak, and if the patrols reported 
“all clear” the troops returned to their bivouacs. 

All this time De Wet’s forces, flushed with 
their signal victory at Sannah’s Post on 31st March, 
had been gathering round Wepener, and by 
oth April amounted to the total of 6,000 men with 
seven guns and some pompoms. Until that day 
they did not interfere with the preparations of the 
garrison, a fortunate circumstance for Colonel 
Dalgety, which enabled him to perfect his prepara- 
tions. 

But on the morning of the oth April the returning 
night patrol reported the near presence of large 
numbers of the enemy, and at 6.30 a.m. the camp was 
startled by a shell from a Krupp gun to the west of 
thecamp. This was a signal that the Boer attack had 
begun in earnest. Their full fury seemed directed 
against the gap to the west and to the southern hills. 
For, although at first, the Kaffrarians holding the 


northern side of the western approach seemed to 


be the most exposed, soon the C. M. R. on the other 
side of the road and on the southern range received 
the brunt of the attack, as Boer riflemen had crept 
up from the bed of the river close to the hills 
during the night. Just here, also, the trenching was 
worst owing to difficulty of working the solid rock 
of which the ground was composed. | 
F2 
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All day the fight lasted, the C. M. R. bearing 
the brunt of it throughout. In their position it 
was dangerous to shift ground and it was hazardous 
to bring up ammunition to the fighting line. But 
Major Sprenger, in command of the regiment, seemed 
for long to bear a charmed life. Through flying 
bullets and bursting shells he walked calmly along 
the line, with his cane in one hand and his mackintosh 
slung over his arm, giving orders and words ot 
encouragement. At last, however, as he was super- 
intending the removal of ammunition from the main 
bastion, he suddenly fell down dead, shot through 
the heart. Captain Goldsworthy was wounded in 
two places, Sergt.-Majors Court and Leedham were 
killed by 9-pounder shells, and many of the men 
were killed or wounded. All through the day until 
7 p.m., when the firing slackened, the wounded had 
to remain where they fell, and could only be removed 
in the evening, for it was almost certain death to 
appear on the sky-line in any part of the position ; 
and when a party of 2nd Brabant’s Horse, under 
Captain Ross Garner, and a 7-pounder under 
Lieutenant Roy, C.M.R., galloped across the open 
to reinforce the party of C. M. R. above Robertson’s 
house, they were received by a hail of Boer bullets. 
The night was spent by the C.M.R.in attempting 
to render their position more secure. Owing to the 
impossibility of digging trenches in the rocky ground, 
sandbags and other forms of improvised ramparts 
were contrived. 

Next day was comparatively quiet, though firing 
still went on, but on the night of the roth the most 
determined attack of the siege was made on the 
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C.M.R. position, especially on the trenches held by 
Headquarters, B and C companies, which were nearest 
the gap on the west between the C.M.R. and the 
Kaffrarians. At eight o’clock the pickets in advance. 
of the trenches were sniped at, but the real attack 
did not begin until the moon had set about ten 
o'clock. A fierce volley drove the pickets back to 
their trenches against which the assailants, led by 
the Irish-American Banks, steadily advanced under 
cover of darkness. Again and again the attack was 
driven off by the C.M.R., but the Boers, who had 
superior numbers in this part of the field as often 
renewed their efforts. A party once almost succeeded 
in turning the trenches by creeping up through the 
gap, but they were driven off by a courageous band 
of seven, who, under the orders of Lieutenant Hare- 
Bowers, took up an advanced position against them, 
and were all either killed or wounded. For four 
hours the fighting continued with little intermission, 
and except for a few men of the C.M.R., who were 
withdrawn from the position above Robertson’s 
house, little assistance could be given to the hard- 
pressed C.M.R., as feint attacks were being made 
simultaneously all along the colonial lines. Finally, 
Banks and his men had almost succeeded in carrying 
the trenches, when the order was given for the 
defenders to fix bayonets; then without waiting for 
the cold steel they fled. In this fight Major Waring, 
who had succeeded to the command of the regiment 
after Major Sprenger’s death, was wounded so 
severely that the command had to be assumed by 
Captain Cantwell, who retained it until the end 
__ of the siege, 
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One of the greatest hardships of the C.M.R. 
and of some of the other corps throughout the siege 
was that owing to the exposed nature of the approach 
to their position they could never leave their trenches 
for the camp in the central basin. They not only 
were kept on the alert all day, but at night snatched 
what sleep they could in the trenches, For the 
same reason they had to be content with cold food 
brought up every evening. To add to these 
hardships the rain came down persistently throughout 
the night of the 12th April and for four days con- 
tinuously from the 15th, and during that whole time 
they had to watch, fight and sleep without cover 
in the same wet clothes, Although no such deter- 
mined assaults were again delivered as those of the 
oth and the night of the loth, the Boer artillery 
was hardly ever idle, and their marksmen kept the 
colonials on the watch unceasingly. Several more 
attacks in force were also made, the last being on 
24th April. 

In all these encounters the artillery proved of 
great assistance to the defenders in the trenches. 
Though out-numbered and often out-ranged they 
were so skilfully moved about within the basin that 
they frequently silenced Boer guns or caused them to 
change ground. On the 12th two Boer guns anda 
pompom were brought on to a spur of the Jammers- 
berg, commanding the whole British position, but 
were driven away by the well-aimed fire of one of 
the 15-pounders under Lieutenant Humphery. But 
both riflemen and gunners found it necessary to 
husband their fire, for the supply of ammunition, 
short at the outset, had become alarmingly low before 


- RELIEF OF GARRISON, 25TH APRIL 81 


the siege was raised ; in fact, towards the end of the 
defence only four shells an hour could be fired.* 
The gunners, as well as those defending the trenches, 
were considerably assisted by the readiness and skill 
of the few Royal Engineers in making new traverses 
and defences to meet the changing phases of attack. 
Moreover, throughout the siege, Colonel Dalgety was 
admirably served by his staff officer, Captain Grant, 
C.M.R., who was indefatigable in keeping the de- 
fenders in touch with one another and with head- 
quarters, and to whose energy and forethought the 
men in the trenches were indebted for receiving food 
whenever it was possible. 

At last the gallant and unceasing work of the 
Colonial Division in Wepener was_ rewarded. 
Throughout the siege they had been in communica- 
tion with Lord Roberts by means of the signallers in 
Basutoland, and were urged to continued resistance 
by promises of relief. For some days previous to the 
25th the approach of relieving columns became 
evident to them by the gradual falling off of the Boer 
forces, and on that day the last of De Wet’s men 
disappeared. On the same day General Brabant with 
the rest of the Colonial Division and General Hart 
with some regular infantry and a battery arrived at 
Wepener. 


* The following table of ammunition with the Wepener Defence 
force is taken from the Official History of the War :— 


AT IN HAND 
BEGINNING EXPENDED. AT END 
OF SIEGE. OF SIEGE. 
Per Rifle ae sae .. 500 250 250 
», 15-pounder sae .- 850 750 100 
»» 2L2-pounder ‘ie .. 250 200 50 
»» 7?-pounder ... <a «. 290 100 150 


:» Hotchkiss... ae -- 350 342 8 
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The siege of Wepener or, to be more accurate, of 
the Jammersberg Bridge position, had lasted for 
seventeen days, from the 9th to the 25th April. 
During that period 2,000 men, almost all of them 
South African colonials, had successfully resisted a 
force at least three times as large, aided with 
superior artillery and full of confidence after their two 
victories at Sannah’s Post and Reddersburg. The 
chief importance of this successful resistance lay in 
its stemming the returning tide of Boer invasion 
on the communications of Lord Roberts’ force; it 
also confirmed the Basutos in their neutrality and 
gave the colonials a sense of their ability to meet 
the Boers even on unequal terms. It was essentially 
a victory of South African colonials, and in it the 
C.M.R. can justly claim the post of honour. Not 
only were Colonel Dalgety, the officer commanding 
the whole force, as well as his very efficient staff 
officer, Captain Grant, Captain Lukin, the commander 
of the British artillery, and Surgeon-Major Faskally, 
senior medical officer of the invested force, whose 
untiring efforts to alleviate the sufferings of the 
sick and wounded were most successful in spite of 
the very adverse conditions, all members of the 
premier Cape Colony regiment, but the place assigned 
to the C. M. R. in the defences was the most exposed 
and the object of the most determined attacks during 
the siege. This is obvious from the casualty list, for 
out of a total of thirty-three killed and 133 wounded 
in the whole force, the C. M. R. alone, though forming 
under a fourth of those present, accounted for twenty- 
one killed and seventy-five wounded. Among the 
killed were Major Sprenger, Lieutenant Taplin and 
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Sergt.-Major Court—already noticed in this memoir 
for gallant conduct on previous occasions—while 
Major Waring, Captain Goldsworthy, and Lieutenants 
Cumming, Straw and Clowes were all wounded. 

Many acts of gallantry were performed during 
the siege, and among them one of the finest was 
Trumpeter Washington’s, C.M.R. A stretcher party 
of four men, carrying a wounded officer from the 
trenches to the hospital, was obliged to cross a piece 
of ground in full view of the enemy. In doing so 
they came under so heavy a fire that the bearers 
put the stretcher down and, with the exception of 
Trumpeter Washington, ran for cover. Washington 
remained with the stretcher, placing himself in such 
a position as would best protect the occupant from 
fire. His conduct presently induced the other bearers 
to return and resume their work. For this action 
Trumpeter Washington was awarded the D.C.M. 
Sergt.-Major G. P. Roberts was also awarded the 
D.C.M., not only for conspicuous gallantry shown on 
several occasions, but especially for the manner in 
which he handled the 13-pounder Hotchkiss gun of 
which he was in charge. 

For services during the siege Colonel Dalgety 
was awarded the C.B., Captains Lukin and Grant 
and Lieutenant Roy the D.S.O., and Captains 
Cantwell and Phillips were mentioned in dispatches ; 
while the following N.C.O.’s were recommended for 
commissions and obtained them later: Corporals 
J. J. Collyer, B. C. Judd, H. St. L. Malet and 
C. F. Graham. 

Appended is a complete list of casualties during 
the siege. 
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KILLED. 
No. RANK. "NAME. Date. REMARKS. 
Major Sprenger, C. F. 9th April 
37 Sgt.-Major Court, N. E. 9th April 
1251 Sergeant Warr, H. 9th April 
5169 Private Banks, W. ... 9th April 
3353 Private Collier, A. J. C. 9th April 
5352 Private Stevenson, P.G., ... 9th April 
1552 Sgt.-Major Needham, J. 10th April 
3175 Private Bell, Hugh ... 10th April 
140 Private Birdon, W.... 10th April 
5507 Private Horwood, P. 10th April 
1559 Private McLoughlin, J. .... 10th April Dangerously wound- 
ed and killed in bed 
| by bullet in Hospital. 
5519 Private Burke, H. ... lith April 
Lieutenant Taplin, H. B. 13th April Died of wounds. 
3114 Private Tuffrey, T.... 13th April 
2851 Private Thomas, A. G. 14th April Died of wounds. 
1325 Sergeant Nixon, W. H. -» 17th April 
432 Sgt.-Major Whalley, J.... 20th April Died of wounds. 
5054 Private Garrett, R. R. 20th April 
5069 Private Robins, J. H. 20th April 
5126 Private Skerrett, B. P. 2ist April Died of wounds. 
3212 Private Packenham, W. 24th April Died of wounds. 
WOUNDED. 
Captain Goldsworthy,C.L.G. 9th April Slight. 
1637 L.-Sergeant Hefford, J. ... .. 9th April Severe, bullet, 
fractured thigh. 
1977 Corporal Ollis, A. ... 9th April Slight. 
2173 Corporal Ward, J.S...._ 9th April Slight. 
3510 Private Barret-Leonard, F. 9th April Severe. 
5279 Private Boscher, F.... 9th April Slight. . 
1513 Private Carroll, L. ... .. 9th April Severe. 
1313 Private Davies, J. E. . 9th April Severe. 
3470 Private Dean, J.S.... 9th April Slight. 
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RANK. 
Gunner 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Major 
Lieutenant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 


Corporal 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


WovuNnvDED—continued. 


NAME. DATE. 
Giles, G. H. (Artillery) 9th April 
Gray, H. W. «. 9th April 
Halloran, P. 9th April 
Houghton, J. B. 9th April 
Kebbell, J. F. - 9th April 
Murray, T. ... -. 9th April 
Prince, W. E. 9th April 
Rivett-Carnac, C. J. 9th April 
Roberts, C.... 9th April 
- Shaw, S. 9th April 
Steenstrand, F. .... 9th April 
Vigis, G. F. e. 9th April 
Wrightson, R. T.... 9th April 
Young, C. ... «-. 9th April 
Young, G. W.L.... 9th April 
Waring, J. C. ee LOth April 
Straw, W. P. 10th April 
Archdeacon, C. J.... 10th April 
Eyre, R. F.... «- Oth April 
Martin, T. ... ee LOth April 
Driver, W. A. 10th April 
Kennelly, C. J. LOth April 
Lux, H, 10th April 
Page, T.  ... -» LlOth April 
Phelips, E. ... -. Oth April 
Somerset, H. E. 10th April 
Botha, H. H. --- 10th April 
Chadwick, H.H.W. 10th April 
Conway, G.... 10th April 
Corneville, D. 10th April 
Cronin, J. J. -- Oth April 
Hatchell, A.C. G.... 10th April 
Hinds, R. A. 10th April 
Kelly, J. -- 10th April 
Lindebaum, P._... 10th April 
Long, J. 10th April 


REMARKS. 
Slight. 
Severe, 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 


Bullet, buttock, 
lodged, severe. 


Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Dangerous. 
Slight. 
Slight. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe, 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Fracture, arm. 
Slight. 


Dangerous, bullet, 


abdomen. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe. 


Dangerous, died at 


Mafeteng. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
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No. 

5256 
3284 
5270 
5043 
5460 
5275 


5264 
1693 
3515 
3013 
0413 
5038 
5269 
3475 
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5060 
5294 
5415 
1742 
2084 
3521 

114 
1588 
467 
2837 
3408 
29353 


RANK. 
Private 
Private | 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Lieutenant 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Lieutenant 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Corporal 
Private 
Corporal 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
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NAME. Dare. 
Manning, C.A. ... 10th April 
Oxley, J. H. «- Oth April 
Stevens, H. L, W.... 10th April 
Swinborne, R. -. Oth April 
Wood, H. M. e. LOth April 
Weir, T. ... -. LOth April 
Clowes, P. C. ee 1th April 
Burton, J. H. «» Ith April 
Cardew, F. C. «. d1th April 
Cluff, W. B. lith April 
De Guerin, L. C. W. llth April 
Mathias, W.M.B. 11th April 
Shaw, W._ llth April 
Smith, S. A. 11th April 
Wilton, C. J. ee Lith April 
Cumming, R.N. ... 12th April 
Deverell, E. J. 12th April 
Large, A. H. 12th April 
Mearns, W.D._... 15th April 
Smyth, H. D. 13th April 
Campbell, H.G.F. 14th April 
Massell, H.... we 14th April 
Perman,G.A.  .... 15th April 
Downham, J. 17th April 
Gallery, J. ... e. 19th April 
Steele, A. ... 19th April 
Gettliffe,G. H. ... 2lst April 
Hulseberg, E. » ist April 
Sheridan, J. F. . lst April 


REMARKS. 


Slight. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. - 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Slight. - 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Slight. 
Slight. 
Severe. 
Severe. 
Dangerous. 
Severe, 
Slight. 
Slight. 
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CHAPTER VI 


SOUTH AFRICAN WAR: 


OPERATIONS IN ORANGE FREE STATE 
AND TRANSVAAL 


FTER the relief of Wepener the Colonial 
A Division, now containing all the C.M.R. 
save F, G and I companies, moved on 

znd May to Donkerpoort, near the Basutoland 
border, and thence back to Dewetsdorp. During 
this march an outlying picket of the C. M.R. under 
Sergeant Reilly was nearly cut off, Private Smyth 
being left for dead on the ground; but in spite of 
a severe wound he managed to crawl into Basutoland, 
where he was tended by natives. On the 7th May 
the division reached Thaba’Nchu, where it was placed 
under General Rundle’s orders, and for three months 
thereafter operated in the eastern part of the Free 
State, holding there a large force of Boers, preventing 
them from doubling back towards Bloemfontein and 
finally penning them up in the Brandwater Basin. The 
work was on the whole wearisome and uneventful, 
as it consisted chiefly in holding a chain of scattered 
posts on the edge of a difficult and mountainous 
country, but it was very necessary work, for which 
the C.M.R. were especially qualified by their 
previous training in police work. It was noted at 
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the time that the Colonial Division as a whole were 
especially successful in living upon the country, an 
indispensable part of a soldier’s duty, particularly in 
warfare of that character, and that whereas General 
Rundle’s 8th Division, which had been rather starved 
of transport and supplies, suffered considerably, the 
colonials with their knowledge of the country knew 
how to commandeer carts and provisions. Occasion- 
ally, however, the monotonous watching was diversi- 
fied by hard fighting such as in the Leliefontein 
affair. 

Towards the end of June General Clements, 
acting on General Rundle’s left flank, was on his way 
with a large convoy of provisions from Winburg to 
Senekal. It was ascertained that a party of Boers 
would attempt to surprise and capture his convoy 
from their lurking place near Leliefontein about 
fourteen miles north-west of Senekal. On the even- 
ing of 25th June, therefore, Rundle detached Colonel 
Grenfell to his assistance with a force of two guns, 
600 Yeomanry and 200 of the Colonial Division, 
half of whom were C.M.R. under Captain Stewart 
and Lieutenants Curtis and Boardman. 

On reaching Leliefontein the C. M. R. were posted 
at the northern end of the ridge close to the road, 
the remainder of the force taking up positions to 
their right and out on the plain in front, the whole 
forming a rough circle. The two guns with the 
artillery detachment (R.F.A.) were left at the foot 
of the C. M.R. position, since the night was too dark 
to get them into position on the ridge. 

Shortly before daybreak the picquets on the right | 
flank fired at three of the enemy’s scouts who had 
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crept up unobserved close to the camp, and captured 
one, The captured scout stated that the commando 
of Boers had been marching during the night and 
would probably attack Colonel Grenfell’s force during 
the morning. At about sunrise (6.30 a.m.) the 
enemy opened a heavy fire on the position with four 
field guns, one pompom, one maxim and small 
arms from behind another ridge, which was between 
two and three thousand yards to the left front of 
Grenfell’s position. After a brief surprise the fire 
was steadily returned by Colonel Grenfell’s men. 
The artillery detachment at the foot of the ridge 
returned the gun fire until the teams were hooked 
in. The guns were then brought into position on 
the side of the ridge a few yards in front of the 
C.M.R. position, one gun being dragged by some 
of the C.M.R. inside an old stone kraal which — 
afforded good cover, and the other placed behind 
large boulders some way to the left. One of the 
limbers had to be left behind because the horses 
had been shot down, and the enemy, getting the 
range, made it impossible by their hot fire to man- 
handle it. The enemy continued a heavy shell fire, 
which was mainly directed at the point held by the 
C.M.R. and R.F.A. This spot afforded good 
cover for riflemen, being the site of an old kraal 
covered with portions of broken walls and numerous 
large boulders. The gunners were more exposed 
and soon began to drop, their officer, Lieutenant 
Lowther, and two sergeants being hit in the first 
fifteen minutes, the two latter while assisting to 
bring the guns into position. The men, still under 
the command of their wounded officer and assisted 
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by three N.C.O.’s of the C.M.R. (Sergt.-Major 
Robson and Sergeants G. Brown and W. Bulcock) 
who laid and fired the guns, kept up a steady 
return fire and also managed, by some well- 
directed shots, to disperse a part of the enemy who 
were endeavouring to work round the right flank. 
About 10 am. the enemy moved one of their 
heavy guns to the north of the position and shelled 
the horses which were exposed to that flank, doing 
severe damage. The rifle fire was slight, the enemy 
making no attempt to advance or rush the position. 
The attack continued until about mid-day, when the 
enemy suddenly retired on the approach of a relieving 
force from Senekal, which threatened their left flank. 
The object of Colonel Grenfell’s intervention was thus 
accomplished, since General Clements passed by with 
his convoy on the road further south during the engage- 
ment. Sergt.-Major Robson, C.M.R., was after- 
wards awarded the D.C.M. for assisting to work 
the guns on this occasion, probably because he was 
the senior N.C.O., and received a severe wound in 
the foot while working one of the guns. But to 
those who were present and helped them, the three 
N.C.O.’s appeared all to do equally good work and 
to be deserving of the same reward. The only other 
casualty in the C.M.R., in spite of the enemy’s hot 
shell fire, was Private A. G. Steel, severely wounded. 
Sergeant Lane of the C. M. R. Hospital Staff deserved 
recognition for the plucky manner in which he in- 
spanned and drove his hospital wagon to cover under 
a very heavy fire at the beginning of the engage- 
ment, and also for his bravery in attending to the 
wounded wherever he found them. The majority of 
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the casualties were amongst the Imperial Yeomanry 
and 2nd Brabant’s Horse. 

On 7th July General Brabant was called to Cape | 
Town to resume his parliamentary duties, and was 
succeeded in the command of the Colonial Division 
by Colonel Dalgety, C.M.R. During this month 
the enveloping operations on the Brandwater Basin 
led to the surrender of Prinsloo with over 4,000 
Boers on the 29th July. Dalgety’s colonials were 
chiefly concentrated near Nelspoort in the centre of 
Rundle’s long line, but after the capture of Slabberts 
and Retief Neks by Paget and Hunter they were 
ordered into the Brandwater Basin through Bamboes 
Nek, where the road was so rough that almost 
every wagon had to be man-handled, and the passage 
of the nek occupied thirteen hours. But before 
reaching Fouriesburg, Dalgety was ordered across 
to Slabberts Nek, a more northerly exit from the 
Basin. Thence he was to start in pursuit of Christian 
De Wet who, with Steyn and about 2,000 men, had 
escaped from the Brandwater Basin earlier in the 
month. The trek oxen by this time had suffered 
so severely that a great number had to be replaced, 
_but by the energy of the commandeering officer, 
Captain (now Sir George) Farrar, 400 were supplied 
ina day ortwo. The night of 30th July was entirely 
taken up in lightening the wagons for a rapid 
march, and on 31st July the division started. By 
3rd August it had covered the ninety miles to Kroon- 
stad. On 8th August it reached Scandinavia Drift 
on the Vaal River. There Dalgety received orders 
to co-operate with Lord Methuen, who had already 
gained a start in the pursuit across the Vaal. Three 
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days later Dalgety came into touch with Methuen, 
then engaged with De Wet’s rearguard on the 
Gatsrand. | 

Thereafter during the pursuit Dalgety with 600 
picked men of his division, including a detachment 
of the C. M. R.and four guns, remained with Methuen, 
the rest of the division going under Colonel Cedric 
Maxwell to Ventersdorp and Welverdiend. On the 
12th Methuen cut cff several of De Wet’s wagons 
and a gun captured at Stormberg, and rescued sixty 
English prisoners of war. In the following day’s 
march some of the C. M.R. Cape carts and signallers, 
mistaking the road, marched straight into the Boer 
camp. Corporal Judd, C.M.R., was wounded, but 
the rest escaped, while he was picked up later 
by Methuen’s force. On the 14th De Wet dis- 
appeared beyond the Magaliesberg by Oliphant’s 
Nek, and when Methuen attempted on the 16th to 
cross by Magato Nek, further north, he found 
Liebenberg prepared to resist him. However, the 
C.M.R. guns proved very useful in shelling the 
hills held by the Boers, who towards the close of 
day abandoned the position. For this action Lord 
Methuen especially complimented the C. M. R. 
gunners. 

Immediately after the capture of Magato Nek 
Methuen trekked with his force, including Colonel 
Dalgety’s colonial detachment, to Zeerust, reaching 
it on 23rd August. By this time, as a result of the 
hard work sustained by the horses, more than half 
the colonials were dismounted, and it was determined 
to send them back to rejoin the other detachment 
under Colonel Maxwell at Johannesburg, together 
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with the 200 of the 3rd Cavalry Brigade for whom 
mounts could be found, and R Battery, R.H.A. 
On 25th August this force, commanded by Colonel 
Little, started eastwards, but before they had 
marched more than six miles were attacked 
by Boer skirmishers. In the engagement Colonel 
Little was so severely wounded that he had 
to hand over the command to Colonel Dalgety, 
C.M.R. : 

Next day at Jacobsdal, two miles further on, 
the Boers were again found holding a strong 
position on a ridge across the road, but with the 
aid of the guns were dislodged with trifling loss. 
The column then proceeded without incident until, 
on the 31st, they reached Quaggafontein, where 
De ia Rey was holding a line of hills to the left 
of the road with a considerable force and four 
guns. The attempt to dislodge him proved im- 
practicable and Dalgety took his force by a detour 
_ away from the road; in this fight the C.M.R. on 
the right suffered no casualties, but Major M. W. 
Robertson, C. M. R., temporarily commanding the 
Border Horse, was severely wounded. Again at 
Cypherfontein the rocky ridge barring the road 
was held by another Boer force, while De la Rey was 
hurrying up from the rear to overtake Dalgety. The 
British force, hampered by scarcity of horses and 
a large convoy of wagons, was in a critical position. 
However, the Kaffrarian Rifles attacked the ridge, 
and the C. M.R. guns, firing over their heads, shelled 
the Boers with such accuracy that they were driven 
off and then hotly pursued by the Kaffrarians. 
This was the last skirmish on the way to Johannes- 
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burg, where the division halted for a few days. 
Afterwards at Elandsfontein the C. M.R. were 
reinforced by forty recruits from Umtata, and on 
reaching Taaibosch Spruit on the way to Heilbron, 
at the beginning of September, Colonel Dalgety 
was rejoined by the detachment under Colonel 
Maxwell, which had parted from him on the 
11th August. 

Colonel Maxwell’s force since that date had 
marched without incident through Ventersdorp, 
Welverdiend, Krugersdorp and Johannesburg to 
Pretoria. Here they were rejoined by the C.M.R. 
prisoners of war, who, since the capture of that town 
on 6th June, had been employed in the Pretoria 
Police. Again taking the road south to patrol the 
district towards Heidelberg, Colonel Maxwell was 
in action at Modderfontein, and had several minor 
skirmishes with the Boers.* 

On the 26th September Dalgety, with the 
reunited Colonial Division, occupied Heilbron after 
a night attack in conjunction with Colonel De Lisle’s 
Mounted Infantry on a ridge near the town, 
several Boer prisoners being taken. This move 
brought the colonials again into the orbit of De Wet’s 
operations. He had returned from the Transvaal, 
and collecting more stalwart Boers in his own 
country, had resumed his favourite game of crossing 
from one side of the railway to the other and luring 
many British columns after him. The Colonial 
Division pursued him somewhat slackly across the 


*In one skirmish at this time Private Bluett, C.M.R., was 
wounded. 
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line at Wolvehoek, and reaching Witkopjes near 
Reitzburg on the 8th October, halted there for a 
fortnight. Colonel Dalgety had already been 
invalided and replaced temporarily in command of 
the Colonial Division by Colonel Cuming of the 
Kaffrarian Rifles, and at this period several men 
of the division were discharged as time expired, 
while many others including some of the C.M.R. 
availed themselves of Lord Roberts’ permission to 
take a month’s furlough; consequently little was 
done by the division until its reorganization in 
Kroonstad on the roth November. 

It will be remembered that when the main body 
of the C. M. R. were originally placed in the Colonial 
Division three companies—F, G and I—were left 
behind in Cape Colony on garrison duty at Barkly 
East, Lady Grey and Aliwal North. In August 
I company under Captain Carstensen was sent to 
Kuruman, and F and G companies under Lieutenant 
Purcell to Kraaipan and Maritsani, all on the 
western border of the Colony. In the following 
month General Settle’s roving column, in which 
companies F and G of the C. M. R. were included, 
was formed at Vryburg. Settle relieved Schweizer 
Reneke and then operated towards Bloemhof and 
Christiana, where I company joined the column, 
whereupon Captain Carstensen took command of the 
three companies of the C.M.R. in Settle’s column. 
From Christiana Settle crossed over the Vaal to 
Hoopstad on 17th October, and for some time 
operated in that neighbourhood. On the Ioth | 
October the Boers attacked the camp at Wegdraai, 
but were repulsed after a fight in which Sergt.- 
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Majors Kennedy and Pearce, Corporal Kelly and 
Privates Thomas, Stocker and Wylde of the C. M.R. 
were wounded, On the 23rd October the column re- 
turned towards Hoopstad from the Vaal. During 
the march fifty Cape Police under Major Berrange 
were detached to move along the river and cover 
the right flank, while fifteen C. M.R. under Lieuten- 
ant Rolfe were told off to search farmhouses at an 
interval of half a mile behind the Police. Both 
forces were in full view of the Boers on the further 
_ side of the river, but after leaving the Vaal so as to 
conform with the main column’s march, the C. M.R., 
losing sight of the Boers, caught up and passed the 
Police. Then suddenly firing was heard in the 
rear: Lieutenant Rolfe with his men returning to 
the Police found both their maxims out of action, 
and the gunners and horses shot. Dismounting on 
the right of the Police the C. M. R., though unsuccess- 
ful in saving the guns, enabled the survivors of the 
Police to get clear away; but on turning to their 
own horses, found that one of the horse-holders, 
Private Miller, had been shot dead, and most of the 
horses stampeded. After retiring a short distance, 
the men lay down and attempted to keep off the 
Boers by rifle fire, but after Lieutenant Rolfe had 
been mortally wounded, Privates Hassell and N. 
Grant ,shot dead, and Private Knox-Gore wounded, 
tig Boers galloped up and took the rest of the 
detachment prisoners. In the same engagement 
the Police had twenty-seven casualties. The Boer 
Commandant, De Villiers, showed great considera- 
tion to the wounded in taking steps to have them 
properly attended to by their own people, and three 
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weeks later released the prisoners, who had first 
been taken to Wolmaranstad.* 

General Settle finally left Hoopstad on 25th 
October, and during November was operating 
chiefly in the neighbourhood of Kimberley against 
General Hertzog and others. In December Sir 
Charles Parsons took over command of the column, 
which joined in the De Wet hunt of that period, 
in the course of which a C.M.R. patrol captured 
five prisoners from the Boer leader’s rearguard. 
On 23rd December the column went by train to 
Victoria West, and under the leadership of Colonels 
Bethune and Scobell carried on desultory operations 
west of the railway line as far as Lambert’s Bay 
until March, 1901. It was then transferred to the 
Camdeboo Mountains and engaged in operations 
with Scheepers, Fouché and Malan, who were nearly 
surrounded at Blaaukrantz, near Jansenville, but 
succeeded in escaping with the loss of a few wounded 
and captured. For another month Scobell’s column 
had frequent skirmishes with the enemy, but on 
24th April was broken up, and the C. M.R. detach- 
ment rejoined the remainder of the regiment under 
Colonel Lukin at Jackalsfontein, near Cradock. 
During the last month under Scobell, Major Cantwell 
had joined F, G and I companies and taken over 
the command from Captain Carstensen. ‘ 

The main body of the C.M.R,, which tse 


*The following passage is extracted from an order of 
General Settle on this occasion: ‘‘The G.O.C. desires to express 
his grateful appreciation of the gallant conduct of the troops 
engaged in yesterday’s action and especially to commend the 
action of the C.M.R. under Lieutenant Rolfe, who is, it is 
to be regretted, dangerously wounded.”’ 
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companies joined in April, 1901, at Jackalsfontein, 
had been performing much the same sort of work 
during the preceding six months. After the Colonial 
Division’s short rest towards the end of October it 
was reorganized under Colonel Maxwell, R.E., at 
Kroonstad on roth November, 1900. It was then) 
very much reduced from its original numbers, being 
composed on 10th November of :— 


Detachment Royal Artillery under Captain Meyers, R.G.A., 
with one pompom C.M.R. Artillery. 


200 C. M. R. drawn from all the companies except F, G 
and I, under Lieut.-Colonel Lukin, who, however, was 
on this day invalided with enteric, and succeeded by 
Captain Stewart; Lieutenant P. C. Clowes holding the 
position of adjutant from Dec., 1900, to Sept., 1901. 


Ist Brabant’s Horse under Lieut.-Colonel Henderson. 

Divisional Police and Medical Staff. 

From Kroonstad the division marched to Lindley, 
where it joined General Bruce Hamilton’s column, 
then occupied in making expeditions to Heilbron, 
Frankfort and the neighbouring districts. At one 
camping place a sad incident happened in the acci- 
dental shooting of Private H. P. G. Boyle, C.M.R., 
by one of the C.M.R. sentries. At Lindeque a 
halt was made for three weeks, during which the 
division held a chain of posts with the Cameron 
Highlanders along the Vaal as far as Taaibosch. 
About Christmas time this line of posts was given 
up, and Brabant’s Horse were replaced in the 
division by a composite regiment of Scots Greys 
and Inniskilling Dragoons under Major Dauncey. 
During the last week in December and the first 
three of January, 1901, Colonel Maxwell’s division, 
sometimes with and sometimes without General 
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Bruce Hamilton’s column, marched about the country 
west of the railway line and south of the Vaal 
escorting convoys, searching farms and occasionally 
coming into contact with the enemy, the most excit- 
ing incident being the surprise of a Boer picquet 
on New Year’s Day near Hoopstad. At Kroonstad, 
on 13th January, the Camerons and composite 
cavalry regiment left, and on 18th January the 
title “Colonial Division” was replaced by that of 
‘“Maxwell’s Column,” to which Lieutenant J. J. Collyer, 
who had been Field Adjutant of the Colonial 
Division since 10th November, 1900, was appointed 
Staff Officer. A few days later the column was 
reinforced by the gth Lancers, who formed during 
the next three months a firm comradeship with the 
C.M.R., both the colonials and the Imperial regi- 
ment by constant work together in the field, 
learning respect for one another’s merits. 

Between 27th January and 27th February Max- 
well’s column, still forming part of Bruce Hamilton’s 
force, took its share in the great De Wet hunt. 
Rapid train journeys and marches from north to 
south of the Orange River Colony, the passage of 
the Orange River in flood and further marches to 
Britstown through Philipstown and De Aar were 
the chief episodes in the hunt, which resulted in little 
profit to the pursuers. During the pursuit in Cape 
Colony Colonel Lukin, now recovered, resumed 
command of this detachment of the C.M.R. 
During March and April Bruce Hamilton with 
Maxwell’s, Monro’s and White’s columns, harried 
the south-eastern portions of the Orange River 
Colony, Monro being responsible for the only 
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incident of note, the capture of eighty-three Boers 
near Dewetsdorp on roth April. On the 14th the 
C.M.R. under Colonel Lukin, escorting part of an 
immense stock of captured animals, fought a rear- 
guard action near Bethulie; and during the same 
month Lieutenant D. A. Hare-Bowers, C. M. R., dis- 
tinguished himself in a fight near Philipolis in 
which his regiment was engaged. On the 17th 
April, 1901, the C.M.R. finally left that fine soldier 
Colonel Maxwell, R.E., who had been attached to 
the Colonial Division from the beginning, and who 
shortly afterwards died. On returning to Cape 
Colony, Colonel Lukin’s detachment of the C. M.R. 
was rejoined at Jackalsfontein by F, G and I com- 
panies, the rest of the regiment being in the Native 
Territories, with headquarters at Umtata, under 
Colonel Dalgety, who rejoined his command in 
December, 1901. 


CHAPTER VII 


SOUTH AFRICAN WAR: 
FINAL OPERATIONS IN CAPE COLONY 


URING the last year of the war the regiment’s 
|) operations were entirely confined to Cape 
Colony, and chiefly in the central and 
eastern districts. Local rebel leaders, such as 
‘Scheepers, Kritzinger, Fouché, Malan, Botha, 
Lategan, Lotter, Conroy and others, were especially 
active in the centre of Cape Colony, while occasion- 
ally a diversion by Smuts or some other leader 
from up-country added to the disturbance. These 
men, from their knowledge of the country and the 
sympathy which they met from local farmers able 
to supply them with food and information, proved 
the most elusive of foes, creating unrest wherever 
they appeared, but rarely waiting long enough to be 
caught by the innumerable columns which always 
dogged their steps. So serious indeed did Lord 
Kitchener regard the state of affairs in the Colony 
that in June, 1901, he detached General French 
himself to control the operations of all these British 
columns. For this work of pursuing the Boer bands, 
requiring familiarity with the districts and acquaint- 
ance with Boer habits of thought, the C. M. R. were 
naturally well equipped, and they met with a com- 
paratively large measure of success. 
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Their first experience, however, of renewing war- 
fare in Cape Colony was unfortunate. Early in 
May Colonel Lukin, from his camp not far from 
Middelburg, ordered out a reconnoitring party of 
thirty-five C.M.R. under Captain Carstensen, with 
Lieutenants J. M. Grant and Burne and Surgeon- 
Lieutenant Maitland, to take up a position in 
Popkloof some twenty miles north-east of the main 
camp and to search the surrounding hills, The party 
arrived at Popkloof on the following morning, and 
after carefully scouting its narrow entrance encamped 
in the wider basin beyond. On the east of the camp 
was a kopje, which was duly picketed, about half a 
mile to the north a farm, which was also occupied, 
and on the west within firing distance of the camp 
another kopje, which was at first held but subse- 
quently abandoned on the picquet’s report that it 
was commanded from the surrounding hills. Pre- 
parations were also made for exploring the kloof 
from the point beyond the farm whence it bifurcated. 
However, about 9.30 a.m., during the hasty breakfast 
preparatory to this expedition, the patrol was 
surprised by the sound of rifle firing. Arms were 
hastily seized, and Lieutenant Grant with eight or — 
ten men reinforced the picquet on the eastern kopje, 
where he was joined later by Captain Carstensen 
with half a dozen more. Lieutenant Burne with a 
few men attempted to reinforce the picquet at the 
farm, but was soon driven back by rifle fire. A 
party of Boers had crept along a donga between the 
camp and the farm, thus cutting off this picquet, who 
were ultimately taken prisoners. Another party 
stampeded the horses in spite of efforts by the 
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horse-guards and others, and then turned their 
attention to the men in camp, who took shelter 
behind the ambulance wagon and in a donga. Here, 
partly by their own fire and partly by that of Grant’s 
men on the -kopje, they warded off the attack, 
although Corporal Connor and Privates Beyts and 
Gunther were wounded ; the most effective Boer fire 
being directed from the western kopje which the 
C.M.R. picquet had abandoned earlier in the day. 
Meanwhile the C. M. R. signallers had been reporting 
the critical state of affairs to Colonel Lukin, and the 
Boers realising, perhaps, that they had little time to 
lose, made a determined effort to rush Grant’s 
kopje. Grant reserved his fire until the Boers were 
well up the hill, then poured so fierce a volley on 
them that they retreated quicker than they had 
come. About 3 p.m.the Boer fire was noticed to 
be slackening and dying down, and finally, after 
about half an hour of absolute silence during which 
the Boers disappeared, Colonel Lukin with a relief 
force galloped up. In this engagement, besides the 
three already mentioned, two other C. M.R. privates 
were wounded. 

During the last seven months of 1901, the main 
body of the C.M.R. under Colonel Lukin was 
attached to the column under Colonel Scobell, one 
of the most successful cavalry leaders which the 
war had brought out; and they again found them- 
selves column-companions of their old friends the 
9th Lancers.* During May Scobell’s attentions 


* The long comradeship in arms of the C. M.R. and 9th Lancers 
was commemorated at the end of the war by an exchange 
between the two regiments of gifts recording their mutual respect 


104. KRITZINGER AND LOTTER’S LAAGER SURPRISED 


had been chiefly directed to Malan, who, on the 
20th, was surprised and driven up _ north to 
Richmond. The return of Kritzinger from the 
Orange River Colony about the same date put 
fresh life into the rebel bands, and a _ thorough 
reorganization of the pursuing columns was made 
by French when he came down in June. On the 
6th of that month in the early dawn, Scobell’s 
column, which had been finally made up at 
Dordrecht with the addition of some Yeomanry, 
surprised a laager of Kritzinger and Lotter at King’s 
Crown in the Barkly East district not far from 
Dordrecht. Eighteen prisoners, 167 horses, twenty-five 
rifles, about 12,000 rounds of ammunition besides 
other stores were captured in this engagement. The 
success was chiefly due to the gallant conduct of 
the C.M.R. in galloping up to the farmhouse where 
the Boers were quartered after the alarm had been 
given, and special credit was given in orders by 
Colonel Scobell to Colonel Lukin’s dashing leader- 
ship and to the support he received from Captains 
Goldsworthy and Purcell. 

By the middle of July French had organized 
one of his drives with the object of forcing the 
bands north of the Orange River, and for this 
purpose Scobell had been brought back to Graaf 
Reinet. There D and I companies C.M.R. were 


and good fellowship. The Officers of the 9th Lancers sent the 
Officers of the C. M. R. a silver statuette representing a 9th Lancer, 
and the Officers of the C. M. R. sent those of the 9th Lancers 
a silver punch bowl. The 9th Lancers N.C.O.’s presented a 
large framed photograph of themselves to the N.C.O.’s of the 
C.M.R., who in their turn sent to their former comrades a 
silver centre-piece. 
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taken from Lukin’s command and placed in a 
column of 500 under Colonel B. Doran, consisting 
of themselves, a section of M Battery and three com- — 
panies of Yeomanry. The two companies, then only 
containing fifty men, were formed into one under 
the name of D company, with Captain Straw and 
Lieutenant Burne to command them. During the 
rest of the war this D company remained attached 
to Doran’s column. In the July drive, Doran and 
Scobell were co-operating with one another, the 
former being engaged in chasing Scheepers from 
the Camdeboo Mountains, south-west of Graaf Reinet, 
while Scobell marched further north towards the 
Sneeuwberg. 7 

On 20th July Scobell’s main body halted, but 
Lukin with 100 C. M. R. and two of his guns was 
sent forward to Bethesda on information that 
Lategan was quartered in the neighbourhood. On 
21st July Lieutenant Hare-Bowers, who proved him- 
self an excellent intelligence officer, discovered the 
commando at a farm called Tweefontein. Colonel 
Lukin thereupon took out his 100 men and one 
gun at II p.m. and after a bitterly cold night 
march arrived at Tweefontein at 5 a.m. on the 
22nd., while it was still dark. The gun with an 
escort was left on a ridge above the farm, and the 
remainder of the party crept up to the house 
through a neighbouring poplar plantation. Before 
the advance guard under Captain Boardman had 
passed through the plantation a shot from a Boer 
sentry followed by others gave the alarm. Captain 
Boardman immediately dismounted his men, and 
supported by the main body returned the fire. 
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The Boers’ horses were at once stampeded but 
rounded off by some of the troopers, while the 
Boers themselves fled through a nek behind the farm, 
but not before Captain Cosgrove and a party of 
four men had smartly galloped round the ridge 
and captured eight prisoners under the fire of six 
of their companions, The main party of Boers 
soon rallied on a neighbouring ridge and began 
firing on the C.M.R. Thereupon Lieutenant Welby 
with twelve men of the gun escort, who had 
brought the gun down to the plain, was ordered to 
capture it. In doing so this party, which was led 
most gallantly by Lieutenant Welby, suffered 
several casualties, Corporal F. Cooper being killed 
and Sergt.-Major <A. Allen and. Privates 
L. J. Harrison, R. Washington and J. Hoey being 
severely wounded, the last named afterwards dying 
of his wounds. However, after a few shots from 
the gun the Boers gave up the ridge to Welby’s 
party and finally retreated. It was not thought 
advisable to pursue them, as they were in superior 
numbers and sufficient damage was done to them 
by the capture of 100 horses, besides a large quantity 
of saddlery, rifles, ammunition and blankets, which 
were burned. Altogether ten prisoners were taken 
and several Boers were wounded, and owing to 
the loss of horses and stores, Lategan’s com- 
mando was broken up and he himself fled across 
the Orange River. On the evening of the 22nd, 
Lukin’s party rejoined Colonel Scobell’s column 
after nineteen hours in the saddle. 

After the first drive north, which had only been 
partially successful, General French organized at 
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the end of July a second on a still more extensive 
scale with ten columns co-operating together. 
B. Doran still worked west of Graaf Reinet in the 
districts of Murraysburg, Richmond and Hanover, 
harrying the bands and collecting grain. On his 
return journey in August he surprised a laager at 
Rhebokfontein, capturing horses and supplies, and 
wounding a few Boers. In this engagement 
Doran’s C.M.R. scouts surprised a Boer picquet, 
and another party of C.M.R. captured five Boers 
including Smuts’s secretary. After refitting at 
Graaf Reinet, Major Edwards with half the column, 
including the C.M.R. company, went south towards 
the Bankberg near Cradock, and falling across 
Lotter’s commando at the end of August drove it 
over the mountains into Scobell’s arms. 

Meanwhile Scobell with his C. M. R., 9th Lancers 
and Yeomanry had been scouring the country 
between Cradock and Rosmead. On the oth August 
he came up with a commando of 300 Boers, under 
Kritzinger, Fouché and Malan, holding a _ strong 
hog-backed ridge, and some mimosa covered kopjes 
on the right near Wolvenfontein, about ten miles 
north of Fish River Station. The Lancers were 
ordered to out-flank the Boer right, while 
the C.M.R. drove the Boers from their main 
ridge to the kopjes in the rear. Then, supported 
by gun fire, the C.M.R. and Lancers gradually 
drove away the Boers until they were seen in full 
retreat westward to the Graaf Reinet-Middelburg 
line. In this engagement the Lancers had four 
casualties, including Lieutenant Theobald—popular 
with both regiments—who died of his wounds, 
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while of the C.M.R. Captain Purcell and Privates 
C. T. H. Brain and J. Kelly were wounded. 
During the rest of August Scobell was pursuing 
Lotter’s commando, which was haunting the triangle 
of country enclosed within the Bankberg to the south, 
and the two lines of railway from Graaf Reinet and 
Cradock, which met at Rosmead Junction. In the 
early days of September Lotter, headed back, as 
before stated, by Major Edwards, was moving north 
with 140 men. On the 3rd September Scobell had 
engaged him near Pearston and driven him further 
north to -Bower’s Hoek, an apparently secure 
laager in the Bankberg. But Scobell making a 
detour still further north again came upon his 
tracks, and on the evening of the 4th located 
his laager. Next morning an early start was made 
and by sunrise the whole force was on the rise 
a few hundred yards to the north of the Boers’ laager, 
which had been discovered by a _ reconnoitring 
party under Lieutenant Hare-Bowers,C.M.R. It was 
a complete surprise. The Lancers enveloped them 
by a movement to the left, while Captain. Purcell 
with F company C.M.R. came within 300 yards 
of the farmhouse and kraal where the Boers were 
laagered. Lotter’s men fought desperately, losing 
thirty-six men before the remaining 114, sixty-five of 
whom were wounded, surrendered. The surprise had 
been so complete, and Scobell had been able to 
come so close before the alarm was given, that the 
Boers had no chance. Besides the prisoners, a large 
number of horses and rifles and a quantity of 
ammunition were captured. Captain Purcell received 
the D.S.O. for his part in this success, and 
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Lieutenant Hare-Bowers was also mentioned in 
dispatches. The C. M.R. casualties were two killed, 
Corporal Reder and Private Garthorne, and three 
wounded, Lieutenant C. R. Burgess, Sergeant 
W. Lott and Private Brown. 

Almost simultaneously, however, with Lotter’s 
capture a new and more troublesome enemy had 
come into the Colony. Smuts with his band had 
crossed the Orange on 3rd September, and was 
immediately set upon by as many columns as 
French could spare against him. Amongst others, 
Scobell’s column, temporarily commanded by Lukin, 
took part in the pursuit, but was unsuccessful in 
coming to terms with him.* During the remaining 
months of the year the column was constantly on the 
move against guerilla bands in the central districts of 
Cape Colony, but without any marked incidents, save 
the capture in December by Scobell, who had then 
resumed command, of fifty of Fouché’s men and 350 
horses. | 

After momentarily gaining touch with Lotter at 
the end of August, Colonel B. Doran’s column, con- 
taining D company of the C.M.R., had also taken 
part in the abortive pursuit of Smuts and had failed 
to prevent Smuts’ success over the 17th Lancers at 
Modderfontein on 17th September. In the middle 
of October Doran was at Willowmore, further to 
the south-west, engaged in pursuing Malan, who, 
however, surprised him one morning. Colonel B. 
Doran himself was wounded here, and Private G. H. 


*During October Colonel Lukin was temporarily in command 
of Colonel Gorringe’s flying column, and on 2lst October 
captured a laager near New Bethesda. 
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Turner, C.M.R., killed. Colonel W. Doran then 
temporarily assumed command of his brother’s 
column, which was ordered over to the Sutherland 
district in the west, where he remained for several 
months carrying on an uphill fight against various 
wandering bands. Towards the end of the year he 
surprised Abraham Louw’s commando at Tontebosch 
Kalk, and captured eighteen prisoners. Early in 
February, 1902, while part of the small column was 
pursuing Geldenhuis, the remainder, including the 
C.M.R., left to guard the baggage at Middelport, were 
attacked by Smuts and Van de Venter, who burnt the 
baggage. However, Doran returning on the follow- 
ing day, 6th February, relieved the garrison, though 
not without the loss of thirteen killed and seventeen 
wounded, one of whom was Private Codrington, C.M.R. 

After further desultory fighting near Britstown 
in conjunction with Colonel Younghusband, against 
Smuts, Conroy and Pyper, the two Dorans, 
now each in command of a small column, were 
recalled to their old fighting ground near the 
Camdeboo Mountains to pursue Van Heerden and 
Malan. In the narrow Kouwkloof, Colonel W. 
Doran’s column was suddenly set upon by Van 
Heerden’s men, and though a disaster was averted 
largely owing to Captain Straw’s readiness in posting 
a party of C. M. R. to seize the only means of retreat, 
the column had several casualties, including Private 
Faris, C.M.R., killed, and Privates Blackwell and 
Pearson, C.M.R., wounded. After this the Dorans 
had more success; they engaged Van MHeerden, 
Fouché and Malan, then acting together at Rhebok- 
fontein, drove them over the Camdeboo Mountains to 
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Aberdeen, where Van Heerden was shortly afterwards 
killed. They then joined Lord Lovat in driving 
Malan and Fouché eastwards from Graaf Reinet 
Malan was wounded and captured near Cookhouse, 
and Fouché, thereby left in sole command of the 
Midland Boers, was still being pursued on the 
declaration of peace in May, 1902. 

The comparative quiet of the eastern part of the 
Colony during the last months of the war was largely 
due to an interesting experiment entrusted to 
Colonel Lukin by Lord Kitchener and the Cape 
Government. Towards the close of 1901 Lord 
Kitchener agreed with the Cape Government that 
two portions of Cape Colony should be occupied by 
colonial troops paid by the Colonial Government. 
No. 1 Division of the Cape Colonial Forces was 
responsible for the tract of country bounded roughly 
on the north by the Zuurberg, on the west by the 
railway going to Port Elizabeth, and on the east by 
the Transkei border. The strength of the troops in 
this district was about 10,000, of whom some 3,000 
were usually called up for service at a time. The 
arrangement came into force on 1st November, Igo], 
and early in 1902 the C. M. R., who had been in 
Colonel Scobell’s column, were included in this 1st 
Division. Colonel Lukin, who was assisted by a 
staff* composed entirely of officers of the C. M.R., | 


*Staff Officer... Major R. C. Grant, D.S.O. 
District Mounted Troops 

and Town Guards ... Lieutenant (local Capt.) P. C. Clowes. 
Supply Transport _ 

Equipment _... Lieutenant feel Capt.) J. J. Collyer. 
Paymaster see -.. Lieutenant (local Capt.) G. D. Ward. 
Remounts bee ... Lieutenant Burgess to 25th May, 1902, 


and then Lieutenant P. Shannon. 
Commanding Depot ... Lieutenant (local Capt.) E. J. Welby. 
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was placed in command of this No. 1 Division. 
Several squadrons of the regiment were engaged in 
outpost duty in the Barkly East and Wodehouse 
district, the remainder of No. 1 Division being com- 
posed of Cape Colonial volunteers. The dispositions 
taken proved so effective, that the district which 
had previously been much disturbed by marauding 
bands of Boers was almost freed of trouble during 
the last months of the war; indeed, it was soon 
found possible, owing to the security afforded to 
the Native Territories by the existence of the 
divisions, to disband the Tembuland Field Force. 
It is of interest to note that a large number of the 
C. M. R. recruits and invalids fit for renewed duty 
were drafted back for service in the Native Terri- 
tories during the last months of the war; and that 
Colonel Dalgety rejoined the companies of the 
regiment at Dordrecht. The organization of No. 1 
Division Cape Colonial Forces was not finally 
broken up until the 31st December, 1902, when all 
the work connected with the disbandment of troops 
and settling the country after the signing of peace 
on 31st May had been completed. 

In the foregoing chapters some attempt has been 
made to give an account of the chief incidents with 
which the C. M. R. were connected during the South 
African war. But. it was not merely in engage- 
ments where they fought collectively in companies 
or as a battery that the training of the C. M. R. 
and their knowledge of the country enabled them 
to do good service. They were also individually 
employed with other columns because of this 
training and knowledge as scouts. Captain Stirling 
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in his book on Zhe Colonials in South Afvica 
quotes, as an instance of this work, General Colville’s 
account of the scouting services rendered to the 
Intelligence Department by Sergeant Bettington, 
C.M.R. Captain Stirling’s own words deserve 
quoting in this connection, as they aptly express 
the aims and ideals, and to a great extent the 
standard attained by the C. M. R. 

“To carry out successfully tasks such as those 
Sergeant Bettington undertook, required a combina- 
tion of qualities that one would scarcely expect to 
find in the British regular. To the fearlessness, 
coolness and physical fitness which the regular 
generally has, there had to be added a profound 
knowledge of the Boer and the Black, and of the 
country they lived in; and above all, the ever- 
ranging eye, a product of the veldt, bred or 
educated up to distances at which the home-trained 
vision is useless,” | 

During the course of the war sixty officers and 
men and one native follower were killed in action or 
died on service. Their names are commemorated on 
two tablets, one placed in the cathedral at Umtata, 
the other in Cape Town Cathedral.* No less than 
fifty-one N.C.O.’s and privates were given commis- 
sions either in the C. M. R. or in the Imperial Forces 
for services in the war.* The distinction of the 
C.B. was given to Colonel Dalgety, and of the 
C.M.G. to Colonel Lukin, Surgeon-Col. Hartley and 
Brev.-Major Robertson, while five officers received the 
D.S.O., and six N.C.O.’s and men received the D.C.M.f 


*See Lists at the end of this chapter. 
+ Their names will be found in Appendix B. 
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ROLL OF CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN 
KILLED OR DIED OF WOUNDS OR DISEASE 


ANGLO-BOER WAR 


KILLED IN ACTION. 
No. RANK. NAME, 
Major Sprenger, C. F. 
37 = Ast cl. Sergeant Court, N. E. 


1521 1st cl. Pe Leedham, J. R. 
65 2ndcl. __,, Reynolds, J. M. 

1251 3rd cl. “ Warr, H. 

1230 Srdcl.,, Morris, W. 

2180 Corporal Haines, F. 

485 Corporal Cooper, F. 

2772 Corporal Reder, W. 

5230 Private Andrewes, C. 

5244 Private Foulkes, G. 

5181 Private Chyrstal, J. W. 

5203 Private McCurtin, J. 

5144 Private Morris, S. 

5448 Private Cass, F. 

3161 Private Span, E. G. M. 

5249 Private Hewitt, G. R. 

5352 Private Stephenson, P. G. 

3553 Private Collier, A. J. 

5169 Private Jones, W. L. M. 
140 Private Burdon, W. 

5175 Private Bell, H. H. 

3507 Private Horwood, P. E. 

3519 Private Burke, H. 

5114 =~ Private Tuffrey, T. 

5069 Private. Robbins, J. H. 

5054 Private Garrett, R. R. 

2654 Private Grant, N. 

5027 ~=Private Hassell, A. J. 

3304  ~=Private Bailey, W. A. 

5047 Private Tarner, G. H. 

3539 Private Sheridan, P.A. ‘Drowned 

5143 Private McIntyre, J. 

5051 Private Boyle, H. P. G. Killed accidentally 

5808 Private Richards, H. Drowned. 


432 
1325 
2387 
1559 
2851 
5126 
$212 
5183 
5394 
3165 
5500 
2612 
3355 


1693 
5266 
1530 
5258 
5088 
5175 
0200 
2920 
1652 
5241 
5480 
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Diep oF Wounpns. 


RANK. NAME. 
Lieutenant § Taplin, H. F. B. 
Lieutenant Rolfe, W. 
1st cl. Sergeant Whalley, J. 

Srd cl. a Nixon, W. H. 
Corporal Bates, H. A. 
Private McLoughlin, J. 
Private Thomas, A. G. 
Private Skerrett, B. P. 
Private Pakenham, M. 
Private Corneville, D. 
Private Miller, J. 
Private Pierce, W. E. 
Private Hoey, J. M. 
Private Garthorne, R. R. 
Private Faris, T. P. _ 


Diep oF DISEASE. 


Corporal Cardew, F. C. 
Private Ryves, C. F. M. 
Private Harris, F. W. 
Private Neville, H. 
Private Chapman, E. 
Private Thacker, A. W. N. 
Private Smith, J. 

Private Hall, G. 

Private Keen, F. 

Private Evans, F. C. T. 


Native Trooper Jack Nqanduli 


ROLL OF CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN 
AWARDED COMMISSIONS FOR SERVICES IN THE 


No. 
2251 
1995 
2421 


2479. 


ANGLO-BOER WAR 


APPOINTED LIEUTENANTS C. M. R. 


RANK. NAME. 
Corporal Humphery, M. 
Corporal Collyer, J. J. 
Corporal Judd, B. C. 


Corporal Jenner, C.. H. F. 


116 


COMMISSIONS 


APPOINTED LIEUTENANTS C. M. R.—(continued). 


No. 
2617 
2503 
2405 
2956 
2586 
2407 
2244 
2936 

402 
2502 
1950 
2853 


RANK. 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 


‘Corporal 


Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 


NAME. 
Burgess, C. R. 
Graham, C. F. 
Malet, H. C. St. L. 
Burges, E. 
Taylor, A. J. 
Whitehead, G. J. C.. 
Rutherfurd, C. O. 
Giles, G. H. 


Ist cl. Sergeant Bolton, W. J. 
Lance-Sergeant Lorch, A. E. 


Srd cl. 
Corporal 


Cowley, A. J. 
Bomford, S. R. 


APPOINTED TO COMMISSIONS IN IMPERIAL FORCES. 


2405 
2716 
2764 
2968 
2550 
2540 
25356 
2538 
2862 
2535 
3506 
2865 
2873 
5294 
2952 
3037 
2845 
5487 
5337 
2867 
2798 
5209 
5240 
5541 


Lieutenant 


Private 
Private 
Private 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 
Private 
Private 


Malet, H. C. St. L. 
Carwithen, S. 
Cooke, W. H. 
Garmons Bird, H. J. 
Phelips, E, 
Sutherland, R. M. 
Foord, A. G. 
Hodgson, E. H. A. 
Howell, H. G. 
Foord, F. L. 
Taylor, B. H. W. 
Moule, L. H. D. O. 
Maude, C. C. 
Mearns, W. 

Orton, C. A. 
Strongitharm, G. 
Wilson, R. A. K. 
Wallace, A. W. 
Yard, E. C. 
Vandeleur, T. B. 
MacDonough, J. 
Northcote, C. S. 
Dean, G. P. T. 
Holland, C. 
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APPOINTED TO COMMISSIONS IN IMPERIAL FORCES—(continued). 


No. 
3467 
3507 
3261 
3363 


2493 
2490 


3597 
2874 
52352 
2418 


5176 


RANK. 
Private 
Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 
Corporal 


Private 

Corporal 
Corporal 
Corporal 


Private 


NAME. 
Leader, R. R. 
Morgan, A. F. S. 
O’Connor, F. H. P. 
Strickland, T. G. 


Fitzclarence, L. A. “} Border 


Baker, F. W. G. Scouts. 
Lattery, J. C. 

Moutray, W. P.{| Basutoland 
Bond, A. T. Police. 
Cooke, H. S. 


Wells, C.L,H. Johannesburg 
Mounted Rifles. 


CHAPTER VIII 


THE CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN SINCE 
THE WAR 


OR nearly four years after the South African 
war the C.M.R. had a_ comparatively 
uneventful history, being almost entirely 

confined to their ordinary police duties, which, 
largely owing to the corps’ efficiency, are yearly 
becoming less exacting. It should not, however, be 
forgotten that the regiment had the honour of 
sending a detachment to be present at the 
Coronation of King Edward VII at the close of 
1902. In January, 1903, Colonel Dalgety finally 
retired, and was succeeded by the present Colonel 
of the regiment and Commandant General of the 
Cape Forces, Colonel H. T. Lukin, C.M.G., D.S.O. 
During the next two years in consequence of general 
retrenchment by the Government, the strength of 
the regiment was reduced to 750 all ranks, and 
various changes in pay, uniform and organization, 
which have been already described in Chapter I, 
‘were introduced. 

In October, 1904, during her visit to South 
Africa, H.R.H. Princess Christian, on behalf of the 
King, presented the “ King’s Colour” to the C.M.R. 
The ceremony was performed at Cape Town, 
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NATAL REBELLION, 1906 ee 2 <9) 


and H.R.H. made the following address to the 
regiment :— 


. “Cape Mounted Riflemen,—In presenting 
this Standard to you, which the King, my 
brother, has entrusted to your care, I know 
that it will be zealously guarded, as befits the 
traditions of a Corps whose services in peace 
and war are known in all parts of the Empire.” 


In February, 1906, the Natal rebellion broke 
out, whereupon a force of sixty of the Artillery 
Troop, and F squadron with two field guns and a 
maxim, under Lieutenants Humphery and Burgess 
were sent from Umtata to Kokstad in order to 
be near the border in case the rebellion spread to 
the Cape natives. In April, as the rebellion was 
assuming serious proportions, the Cape Government 
offered the sister Colony the assistance of six 
maxims fully equipped from the regiment. This 
assistance was at first thought unnecessary ; but in 
June the offer was accepted. The force which 
reached Pietermaritzburg in the middle of the same 
month was composed of Lieutenant Humphery, 
twenty-four gunners, twelve native drivers, and six 
maxim guns with the necessary mules and equip- 
ment, besides Lieutenant Stopford and _ thirty 
signallers fully equipped with helios, lamps, &c. 

On 17th June the detachment was divided, 
Lieutenant Humphery proceeding with two maxims 
to Nkandhla to join Colonel Mackenzie in Zululand, 
while Sergeant Dix Peek with the remaining four 
joined Colonel Wools Sampson’s force at Mapamulo 
in Natal. Hitherto the fighting had been chiefly 
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in Zululand, but in the middle of June a determined 
attack on a convoy near Mapamulo by the chief 
Messeni’s tribe, showed that the rebellion had spread 
to the Colony. Colonel Mackenzie with most of 
his troops, including Lieutenant Humphery’s maxims, 
hurried down to take command in the Mapamulo 
district. Before his arrival, on the 27th June a 
reconnaissance by a force comprising Dix Peek’s 
guns was made towards Messeni’s kraal, and an 
attack by the natives at Hlonono was driven off 
chiefly by the well-directed fire of the maxims. At 
the beginning of July Colonel Mackenzie had 
organized several columns to envelop Messeni and 
another chief, Matshwili, in the country between the 
Tugela and Umvoti rivers. On the 3rd July 
Dix Peek’s maxims, under Colonel Wools Sampson, 
were engaged with therebels; and at the Insimba 
fight of 8th July, when Matshwili was finally 
crushed, both Lieutenant Humphery’s and Sergeant 
Dix Peek’s detachments, under Colonel Mackay and 
Colonel Wools Sampson respectively, were engaged. 
Shortly after that the rebels in the Colony sur- 
rendered, and by the 31st July the C.M.R. 
detachment could be sent home. Before leaving 
Natal, however, they took part in the review of 
troops by the Governor at Pietermaritzburg, and 
were publicly thanked for their excellent services 
and good discipline in General Orders and at a 
banquet given them by the Natal Govern- 
ment. Happily there were no casualties in the 
force. 

Towards the end of the same year a free-boot- 
ing band under Ferreira entered the north-western 
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portion of Cape Colony from German South-West 
Africa, On toth November, at 3.30 p.m., Colonel 
Lukin, at King William’s Town, was instructed to 
concentrate a force of 150 C.M.R. and Cape Police 
at Prieska. By midnight he had entrained the 
headquarters squadron of the C.M.R. under Captain 
J. M. Grant. They arrived during the night of the 
I2th at Prieska, followed on the next day by the 
complement of Cape Police and Colonel Lukin 
himself. Captain Grant, with his squadron, left 
Prieska an hour after the Colonel’s arrival, and 
travelled the sixty miles to Koegas in twenty-six 
hours. The Cape Police, who had travelled the 150 
miles to Upington in sixty-eight hours, were the more 
fortunate in capturing the members of the band on 
the 14th and 16th November. It was a small 
expedition, but it was smartly and zealously carried 
out by all concerned. Colonel Lukin was well 
seconded at his base at Prieska by his staff officer 
Captain Collyer, C.M.R., assisted by Lieutenant 
Fellowes, also of the C.M.R. i 

In the following year there was again trouble in 
the same Gordonia district. In April, 1906, Marengo, 
a Hottentot guerilla leader of great ability, had been 
chased over the German frontier and captured in 
Gordonia by some Cape Police. Interned at Tokai for 
a year, he was allowed to return to Gordonia in June, 
1907, as hostilities were reported to be concluded in 
German South-West Africa. However, he soon 
escaped from surveillance, and gathering a party of 
Hottentots under his command, began raiding the 
border districts of Gordonia and the German Colony. 
Attempts were made to capture him, both by a 
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German force on one side and by the Cape Police 
on the other, but for some time without success. 
Finally, at the end of August a mixed squadron, 
composed of Cape Police and a troop of twenty- 
seven C.M.R. under Lieutenant Cowley, was formed 
at Upington, under the command of Major Eliott, 
D.S.O., of the Cape Police. This force went into 
the country bounded on three sides by the Orange 
and Molopo rivers and the German frontier, con- 
stant connection being maintained with the German 
force across the border. For the first three weeks 
of September various spoors were followed up in 
this parched and sandy country, until, finally, 
Marengo was tracked down to a position near 
Gouskop, not far from the Molopo river. Marengo 
and his men were excellent marksmen, superior 
even, it is said, to the Boers, well armed with Mauser 
rifles and adepts at taking cover. However, they 
were even more exhausted by their long flight than 
their pursuers, and being surrounded and then charged 
by Major Eliott’s squadron, broke away after 
suffering many losses, including that of Marengo 
himself. The Police had two casualties, but the 
C.M.R. were unhurt in this engagement; the men 
of both corps had done credit to their training by 
the endurance and discipline displayed during the 
monotonous chase in the thirsty land. After this 
the survivors of Marengo’s band dispersed and gave 
no further trouble. 

During the year 1907, as the result of further 
retrenchment, the strength of the regiment was 
considerably reduced, the numbers at 31st December 
being thirty-one officers, 575 other ranks, sixty-seven 
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native troopers, twenty native drivers. The distribu- 
tion of the regiment was as follows :— 


Headquarters at King William’s Town. 

Two squadrons and the Artillery Troop stationed 
in detachments at the various magistracies in 
Pondoland and the Transkeian Territories, 


The remaining squadrons were performing police 
duty in the following districts :— | 


King William’s Town, Mount Currie, Umzim- 
kulu, Matatiele, Mount Fletcher, Maclear, 
Komgha, Butterworth. 


In the course of the year the districts of Elliot, 
Cala, Lady Frere and St. Marks were vacated, and 
those of King William’s Town and Komgha taken 
over. | 

The regiment was responsible for nine Customs 
ports of entry on the Natal border, and for Customs 
supervision on the Great Kei Bridge. 

In the following year the numbers were still 
further reduced to 550 rank and file, while the distri- 
bution of the regiment in January, 1909, was as 
follows :— 

Headquarters King William’s Town. 
Artillery Troop Umtata. 
A Squadron Mount Currie and Umzimkulu 


Districts. 
B - Umtata. 
C 3 King William’s Town and 
. Komgha Districts. 
D ‘ Eastern Pondoland. 
E 5s Maclear, Mount Fletcher and 


Matatiele Districts. 
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In addition there were five officers and 128 other 
ranks of A and D_ squadrons employed on 
the Natal Border in connection with the prevention 
of East Coast fever. 

Since the long test of their military capacity 
during the South African war, the C.M.R., save 
for two or three small affairs in which detachments 
only were engaged, have been occupied entirely 
with police work. Though this is not the primary 
function of the corps, it is one of inestimable advan- 
tage to their country. Cape Colony prides herself 
justly on the comparative ease with which she 
governs her large Native Territories, and though 
for that result much credit is rightly claimed for her 
native policy, at the same time the constant watch- 
fulness, the familiarity with the districts and the 
tactful discipline of the C. M.R. are largely respon- 
sible for the absence of friction and the general 
contentment of the natives. In peace the C.M.R. 
thus daily prove their worth by the absence of 
serious incidents in the districts committed to their 
charge. 

But the peculiarity and the chief distinction of 
the C.M.R. is that they are the only permanent 
military force of the Colony. Their readiness for 
war, their individual and corporate gallantry have, 
it is hoped, been sufficiently indicated in the chapters 
of this book recounting their campaigns against the 
natives and the Anglo-Boer war of 1899-1902. 
When it is remembered how scattered the units 
are owing to normal police duties, their readiness 
and military smartness are the more remarkable. 
These qualities are largely due to the corps’ traditions 
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and to the wise principle constantly insisted upon of 
keeping, by methods described in Chapter II, a high 
ideal of military duty before the men. 

The discipline of the corps has always been 
military. To become a qualified rifleman and to 
pass to the higher ranks, an examination in military 
subjects such as drill (mounted and unmounted), 
musketry, outpost duties, field entrenchments, &c., 
is required ; and the annual course of musketry is 
the same as that for the regulars of the Imperial 
Army. At the annual inspections the proficiency of 
officers and men in all matters is thoroughly tested, 
those failing to pass the test being reduced in rank. 
The officers have constant practice in staff duties 
as adjutants of volunteer corps and superintendents 
of camp training, and they have often in war 
shown their capacity to turn this practice to account. 
They have also shown ability to compete on equal 
terms in examinations on military subjects with 
officers of the Imperial Army. It is even possible 
that the Imperial Army itself may learn something 
from the organization and training of the C.M.R., 
since at a time when opinion is somewhat sharply 
divided as to the relative value of cavalry and mounted 
infantry, and whether it is advisable to keep the 
arms distinct or to endeavour to produce a cavalry- 
man who shall be an efficient mixture of the two, 
this South African corps offers an interesting object 
lesson in being the only permanent unit in the 
Empire trained purely as mounted riflemen. 

. In conclusion, it may be said that the Union of 
South Africa will be fortunate in possessing as a 
nucleus of its military force for defence against 
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internal and external foes a body so efficient and 
possessing such glorious traditions as the Cape 
Mounted Riflemen.* 


* Since these words were written, Major-General H. J. 
Scobell, C.B., late Inspector General of Cavalry and now in 
command at the Cape, made the following allusion to the C.M.R. 
in a public speech at Cape Town:— 


‘‘When one Parliament reigned over that vast tract of 
country which stretched from the Zambesi to Cape Point, 
he believed that one of the first businesses they would take 
in hand would be to organize land forces for the country, 
and from what he had seen during the last few weeks 
that he had been in the Peninsula he had observed a fine 
nucleus of that Territorial Army in its volunteers. There 
was a regiment in the Cape which he thought they would 
do well to hold up as a model, and which the battalions 
or regiments of the future would do well to imitate. He 
meant, of course, the Cape Mounted Riflemen. He spoke 
with some knowledge, as he was very closely connected 
with that splendid regiment for the best part of a year 
during a time of great anxiety and trouble to them, and 
there was no greater admirer of that regiment than he was, 
and if they could get the Territorial Army of the United 
South Africa of the future to come within measurable distance 
of the C.M.R. they would not only be able to get rid of 
or do without what was called a regular army in England, 
but they would safeguard their country not only from the 
dangers of native risings or other possibilities, but they 
would have an asset in the country which would add to 
the strength of the Empire and which would be an asset 
very difficult to overestimate,’ 
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APPENDIX A 
LISTS OF OFFICERS 


FRONTIER ARMED AND MOUNTED 
POLICE 


CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN 


COMMANDING OFFICERS. 


FRONTIER ARMED AND MOUNTED POLICE. 


CoMMANDANT— Period in Command, 


’ Sir Walter Currie, Kt.B. .... 4 Dec., 1855, to 3L May, 1870 
Bowker, J. H. oe .. June, 1870, 20 Sept., 1877 
Griffith,C. D.,C.M.G. ... 21 Sept., 1877, 5 Aug., 1878 

CaPE MouNntTED RIFLEMEN. 
CoLoNEL— 
Moore, H. G., V.C. -. 6Aug., 1878, 22 Jan., 1879 


Bayly, Z. S., C.M.G. oo. 43 Jan., 1879, 351 Jan., 1892 
During the period between 29th January, 1880, and 3lst August, 
1884, the C. M.R. was divided into two separate commands :— 

Col. Z.S. Bayly was then in command of the Right Wing only, 

Col. F. Carrington was os in command of the Left Wing. 
‘Lizut. -COLONEL— 

Grant, J. M.... ee ie 1 Feb., 1892, 31 Dec., 1895 


CoLONEL— 
Dalgety, E. H., C.B. aes 1 jJan., 1896, 31 Dec., 1902 
Lukin, H,T.,C.M.G., D.S.O. 1 Jan., 1903 —_ 


FRONTIER ARMED AND MOUNTED POLICE. 


CoMMANDANTS— Period of Service 
Sir Walter Currie, Kt.B. .... 4Dec., 1855, 31 May, 1870 
Bowker, J. H.. ae - 4Dec., 1855, 20 Sept., 1877 
Griffith, C. D., C.M.G. .... 4 Dec., 1855, 5 July, 1858 


21 Sept.,1877, 5 Aug., 1878 
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FRONTIER ARMED AND MOUNTED POLICE. 


INSPECTORS— 
Bertram, H. ... 
Chalmers, E. B. 


Cock, C. ee ove ste 


Cumbers, C. ... oes 
Davies, A. W. J. ... 
Fishbourne, F. R. 
Fraser, A. ... 
Gilfillan, W. T. 
O’Connor, J. T. 
Robinson, J. C. 
Surmon, J. 

Surmon, W. ... 
Wright, W. 


SuB-INSPECTORS— 
Barber, F. H. 
Blakeway, C... 
Boyes, C. S. ... 
Catherine, W. . 
Cloete, R. 
Duthie, A. H. 


Harvey, W. E. T. C. Sale 


Jacobs, F 
Jenner, H. 

Liddle, G. ... 
Macneill, G. ... 
Miller, J. ia ae 
Ranger, C.... dee 
Smith, H. 

Surmon, T. 

Surmon, W. H. 
Tekusch, G. S. 
Thomson, J. R. ahs 
Thornton, H.... 
Treadway, G.... sae 
Von Hohenau, C. G. 
Von Wedell, G. 
Whitty, C. 

Wilson, E 

Wynze, W. ... ove 


Period of Service. 
1 Nov., 1858, to 6 Aug., 1867 


1 May, 1873, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
30 June, 1868, 
24 June, 1868, 
1 Aug., 1875, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
1 May, 1867, 
1 Oct., 1873, 
i Jan., 1856, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
4 Dec., 1855, 


1 Sept., 1871, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
1 Aug., 1858, 
1 Nov., 1855, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
1 Dec., 1868, 
25 June, 1861, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
1 Jan., 1870, 
-- 4Dec., 1855, 
. 15 Sept., 1858, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
1 Jan., 1856, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
.- 4 Dec., 1855, 
. 27 Aug., 1867, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
4 Dec., 1855, 
.. 2 Nov., 1855, 
. OL Dec., 1855, 
1 Sept., 1871, 
1 April, 1857, 
25 July, 1870, 
2 Aug., 1860, 
4 Dec., 1855, 


Jan., 1879 

31 Dec., 1855 
6 Feb., 1860 
1 Aug., 1871 
50 Nov., 1876 
31 July, 1873 
51 March, 1880 
7 May, 1879 

13 Sept., 1866 
50 April, 1873 


51 July, 1873 
31 Aug., 1872 
15 July, 1872 
1 Feb., 1860 
5 May, 1872 
13 March, 1872 
12 Sept., 1865 
Dec. 1877 

1 Oct., 1856 

1 March, 1860 
15 July, 1858 
51 Aug., 1859 
15 April, 1861 
51 Oct., 1872 
51 Oct., 1860 
12 Aug., 1862 
30 Nov., 1868 
6 Dec., 1875 
26 Sept., 1877 
11 Oct., 1872 
31 Aug., 1876 
1867 

51 Dec., 1860 
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FRONTIER ARMED AND MOUNTED POLICE. 
Medical Officers. 


SURGEON INSPECTORS— Period of Service. 
Rix, S. B..... a - 16 July, 1864, to 18 Dec., 1864 
Sharpe, W. A. es -- 20 April, 1874, an 
CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN.* 
CoLONELS— 
Moore, H. G., V.C.... .. 6 Aug., 1878, 22 Jan., 1879 


Bayly, Z. S., C.M.G. -.» 293 Jan., 1879, Sl Jan., 1892 
Carrington, F., C.M.G. ... 29 Jan., 1880, 51 Aug., 1884 
Dalgety, E. H., C.B. -. &¥Feb., 1892, 31 Dec., 1902 


LizuUT.-COLONEL— 
Grant, J. M.... ioe . 2 Ang., 1867, 31 Dec., 1895 


MAJOR AND BREVET LIEUT,-COLONEL— 
Cantwell, R. F. ... «.. ~-19 Jan., 1877, 18 Jan., 1907 


CAPTAIN AND HON. MAjoR retired with the honorary rank of 
LIEUT.-COLONEL— 


Waring, J.C. N.... ... L5 March, 1871, 51 Jan., 1902 


Majyors— 
Bailie, C. C. ... ae - 1 Dec., 1855, 24 April, 1883 
Sprenger, C. F. ... —... +~-1 Sept., 1868, 9 April, 1900 


CAPTAINS AND BREVET Majors— 
Carstensen, H. ae .. 8 Nov., 1880, 30 June, 1905 
Goldsworthy, C. L. J. _.... 21 Nov., 1876, 30 June, 1905 
Robertson, M. W., C.M.G. 1 June, 1879, 17 March, 1902 
Stewart, R. B. ia .» 11 May, 1878, 2 Sept., 1906 
Straw, W. P.... aa .» 16 July, 1877, 50 June, 1905 


CAPTAIN AND Hon. Major— 
Bourne, J. H. W. ...  .. 16 Feb., 1870, 16 Feb., 1886 


CAPTAINS retired with the honorary rank of Major— 
Cosgrove, A. ... ia .-» 25 Nov., 1881, 27 Jan., 1907 
Hatton, E. F. tas .. 13 June, 1871, 51 Oct., 1899 
Sprigg, H. ... “ee .. 3 Feb., 1882, 20 March, 1894 


CAPTAIN retired with the rank of BREVET Major— 
Taplin, E. A.... wae ... 19 Dec,, 1876, 30 June, 1905 


* For present Officers see p. 133. 
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CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN. 


CAPTAINS— Period of Service. 
Blaine, A. ... 16 March, 1880, to 7 July, 1900 
Bowers, J. T.... . 12 April, 1880, 9 March, 1889 
Cochrane, J. P. . 17 Dec., 1872, 50 June, 1884 
D'Arcy, C., V.C. 15 May, 1880, 15 April, 1881 
Fynn, H. T. ... 1 Sept., 1872, 1 Sept., 1884 


Giles, G. E. .. a 7 April, 1879, 
Goldsworthy, H. W. . 17 Feb., 1877, 
Goldsworthy, J. W.... .. 10 Jan., 1877, 


Heyman, H. M. 8 Sept., 1877, 
Hook, D. B. ... -. 16 Nov., 1855, 
Maclean, J. K. 1 June, 1871, 
McCallum, W. eee 19 Jan., 1877, 
Montagu, H. S. M.... 15 July, 1876, 
Nesbitt, R. A. 1 Jan., 1861, 
Shervinton, C. R. St. L. ... 5 March, 1880, 
Vizard, A. bes 35 Feb., 1882, 
Watson, R. ... ae . 19 Dec., 1876, 
Woon, H. V.... see ... 12 Sept., 1879, 
Ward, G. D.... 16 Oct., 1890, 


Humphery, M. .-. 16 March, 1892, 
LIEUTENANTS— 
Bailey, T. N.... 19 Dec., 1876, 
Best, J...- iis 27 Jan., 1874, 
Birbeck, T. C. 12 June, 1868, 
Bolton, W. J. 12 July, 1883, 
Bomford, S. R. 2 April, 1896, 
Brice, F. W. ... «. 17 May, 1881, 
Brownlow, W. E. . 12 Sept., 1879, 
Burges, E. 12 Feb., 1897, 


.. 22 March, 1880, 
15 July, 1874, 

20 June, 1876, 

.. 17 Feb., 1877, 
. 12 Nov., 1890, 
. 19 Dec., 1893, 

. 20 April, 1893, 


Carstensen, A. H. 
Clarke, T. A.... 
Cruttwell, W.... 
Dent, R. B. ... at 
Edmondson,, O. H. ... 
Fellowes, P. P. 

Fox, O. G. 


1 Oct., 1880 
31 Oct., 1900 
3 July, 1882 


15 March, 1889 


51 Dec., 1878 
12 June, 1882 
1 Sept., 1884 


21 March, 1883 


15 July, 1879 
1 Sept., 1884 
7 July, 1900 
50 June, 1899 
23 Sept., 1897 
51 July, 1904 


LIEUTENANT retired with the honorary rank of CAPTAIN— 


28 Nov., 1908 


19 March, 1887 


50 Sept., 1880 
21 Jan., 1881 
51 Dec., 1902 
13 Feb., 1907 
1 Sept., 1884 
50 June, 1881 
21 Jan., 1901 


25 March, 1881 


17 Sept., 1880 
14 April, 1884 
15 Sept., 1884 
15 Dec., 1900 
51 Aug., 1908 
13 Jan., 1908 
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CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN. 


LIEUTENANTS (comtinued)— 
Fraser, D. McD. 


Period of Service. 


. 20 Aug., 1877, to 15 Oct., 1890 


Fraser, H. ; 
Graves, G. G. E. 
Hamilton, W. C. 
Hawkins, H. E. 
Hayes, H. ... 


Hickson-Mahony, J. C. 


Holden, W. S. 
Hopkins, G. 
Jenner, C. H. F. 
Jones, W. C. P. 
Kennon, R. 
Knott, M. E.... 
Maclean, A. ... 
Maclean, W. A. 
Malet, H. C. St. Lo. 
McMullen, G. 
Mitchell, R. ... 
Neylan, N. 
Rolfe, W. 
Ryneveld, J. H. 
Scott, H. T. ... 


Scott, R. G., V.C. ... 


Shaw, R. J. ... 
Shortt, F. G.... 
Stier, W. eee 
Style, S. R. 
Sugden, C, J.... 
Sutherland, E. 
Taplin, H. F. B. 
Turner, W. St. J. 
West, C. S. ... 
White, G. H.... 
Whitehead, G. J. C. 
Winslow, L. ... - 
Wylde, E. 
Wylde, F. W. K. 


10 fan., 1890, 


. 9 March, 1880, 


1 June, 1874, 
5 Feb., 1882, 


... 25 Nov., 1874, 


5 Feb., 1882, 
1 Feb., 1870, 


.. 7 March, 1883, 


13 Oct., 1893, 
11 Feb., 1880, 


. 12 Aug., 1874, 


oed 


. 18 April, 1878, 


27 Oct., 1862, 


.. 18 March, 1872, 


9 May, 1893, 
5 Aug., 1872, 
1 Nov., 1862, 
19 Jan., 1877, 


.. 11 March, 1892, — 


6 Sept., 1870, 
19 Jan., 1877, 
25 Oct., 1876, 
13 May, 1882, 


. 12 Aug., 1874, 


..- 17 April, 1877, 
. 9 March, 1880, 


3 Feb., 1882, 
18 Feb., 1870, 
20 June, 1876, 
22 May, 1877, 
21 May, 1875, 

1 June, 1874, 

9 May, 1893, 


. 18 April, 1876, 


8 Aug., 1871, 
1 Sept., 1859, 


12 Feb., 1897 
1 Sept., 1884 
50 Sept., 1879 
51 Dec., 1889 
1 Sept., 1884 
1 Nov., 1897 
50 Sept., 1879 
15 Feb., 1897 
51 Jan., 1902 
30 June, 1897 
‘di Aug., 1882 
SL Dec., 1887 
30 Sept., 1879 
50 Sept., 1879 
18 Jan., 1901 


21 March, 1883 


50 Sept., 1879 
10 Jan., 1882 

4 Nov., 1900 
12 Jan., 1880 
17 Nov., 1895 
11 Sept., 1880 
15 July, 1893 
30 June, 1889 
51 Aug., 1884 
51 Dec., 1896 


14 March, 1896 


1 Jan., 1881 
13 April, 1900 
28 Feb., 1881 
50 Sept., 1884 
23 Nov., 1880 
12 Jan., 1903 
31 Aug., 1888 
28 Nov., 1879 
30 Sept., 1879 
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CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN. 
Paymasters. 


Major— 
Hutchinson, W. L. ... 


Hon. Major— 
McCabe, J. ... sos ie 


CAPTAIN— 
Standin, D. ... ‘ive 


8 Oct., 1859, 
1 Feb., 1865, 


.. 1 March, 1880, 


Quartermasters. 
Hon. Majyors— 
Leatherland, J. a 1 July, 1856, 
Phillips, W. H. B. ... 22 July, 1876, 
CAPTAINS— 
McCarter, W. A... -. 2 Jan., 1856, 
Russ, G. F. ... dea w. 20 Nov., 1875, 
Medical Officers. 
SURGEON COLONEL— 
Hartley, E. B., V.C.,C.M.G. 4 Nov., 1877, 
SURGEON Majors— 
Cumming, R.... ae .. IL Jan., 1880, 
Faskally, G. B. es 8 Oct., 1895, 
McCrea, J. F., V.C. 5 Feb., 1882, 
Smith, J. A. J. 5 Sept., 1878, 
SURGEON CAPTAIN— 
Knapp, G. H. ow. LJuly, 1897, 


SURGEON LIEUTENANT— 
Green, P. A.... ae «» 1 Dec., 1881, 
Hon. CAPTAIN AND QUARTERMASTER— 
Richmond, H. 2 Aug., 1881, 


Veterinary Officers. 
Hon. CapTAIN— 
Worsley, J. A. 


Hon. LIEUTENANTS— 


ee L March, 1903, 


Dawkins, T. B.S. 29 Aug., 1879, 
Garnett, G. 7 May, 1880, 
Chaplain. 
Hon. CAPTAIN— 
Porter, Rev. A. li Jan., 1889, 


Period of Service. 


to Nov., 1894 
1 July, 1898 

1 March, 1881 
31 Dec., 1896 
25 March, 1908 
30 Sept., 1884 
16 July, 1898 
31 March, 1903 


17 June, 1882 
31 March, 1903 
16 July, 1894 
31 March, 1903 


1 Sept., 1884 


31 March, 1903 


51 Aug., 1907 


21 April, 1883 
31 March, 1882 


30 April, 1894 
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LIST OF PRESENT OFFICERS 


CAPE MOUNTED RIFLEMEN 
Date of Joining. 


COoLONEL— 
Lukin, H. T., C.M.G., D.S.O. 


MAJOR AND aria LIEUT.-COLONEL— 
Grant, R. C., D.S.O. ee 
CAPTAINS AND BREVET Majyors— 
Cumming, R. N be a 
Purcell, J. F., D.S.O. 
CarTaAINs— 
Boardman, A. S. ... ia 
Curtis, GG. ... oe 
Grant, J. M. ... 
Welby, E. J. ... 
LIZEUTENANTS— 
Austin, E. M. 
Burne, N. H. M. ... ae 
Clowes, P. C. sas aad 
Collyer, J. J.... oss 
Cowley, A. J... 
Giles, G. H. ... 
Graham, C. F. 
Grant, E. K.. 
Grey, L. 
Hare-Bowers, D. A., “D, S. O. 
Hunt-Grubbe, W. I. : 
Judd, B.C. ... eae ale 
Lorch, A. E. ... : sae 
Pike, M. H. ... see vas ine 
Rutherfurd, C. O. ... was sek 
Shannon, P. ... es ve 
Stopford, R. ... wis 
Taylor, A. J.... ee aug 
Threlfell, I. ... vie si 
Gunnery Instructor. 
CaPpTaAIN— 
Roy, J. E. G., D.S.O. 
Adjutant. 
LIEUTENANT— 
Burgess, C. R. 
Pay and Quartermaster. 
Hon. CAPTAIN— 
Gordon, H. H. 
Medical Officer. 
SURGEON LIEUTENANT— 
Welsh, F. H.... : 
Chaplain. 


Hon. CAPTAIN— 
Holmes, Rev. Canon B. E. 


e 


23 Mar., 1881 
17 Aug., 1880 


19 Jan., 1880 
28 Oct., 1880 


13 June, 1883 
9 Feb., 1882 
25 July, 1887 
1 Oct., 1889 


6 Dec., 1896 
16 Oct., 1890 
20 July, 1889 
16 Dec., 1889 
9 Sept., 1889 
14 Dec., 1896 
27 Nov., 1893 
35 May, 1884 
25 Nov., 1893 
25 Oct., 1886 

7 Jan., 1894 
2 June, 1893 
26 Nov., 1893 
23 June, 1898 
22 Feb., 1892 


25 March, 1896 


16 Jan., 1894 
18 April, 1893 
9 June, 1895 


19 Dec., 1891 


6 Aug., 1894 


1 July, 1898 


11 Aug., 1906 


1 May, 1894 
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APPENDIX B 
LIST OF DECORATIONS 


VicTorIa Cross— 


Lieut.-Colonel H. G. Moore 
(seconded from the 88th Regiment) 
Surgeon-Colonel E. B. Hartley 
Sergeant R. G. Scott 
Private P. Brown 


The following gained this decoration prior to being appointed 
to the Cape Mounted Riflemen : 


Surgeon-Major J. F. McCrea 

Captain C. D’Arcy. 
KNIGHT BACHELOR— 

Commandant Sir Walter Currie 


COMPANION OF THE BATH— 


Colonel E. H. Dalgety 
COMPANION OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST, GEORGE— 
Colonel C. D. Griffith 
Colonel Z. S. Bayly 
Colonel H. T. Lukin 
Surgeon-Colonel E. B. Hartley 

Brevet Major M. W. Robertson 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER-— 

Colonel H. T. Lukin 

Brevet Lieut.-Colonel R. C. Grant 

Brevet Major J. F. Purcell 

Captain J. E. G. Roy 

Lieutenant D. A. Hare-Bowers 


MEDAL FoR DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT IN THE FIELD— 
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